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1 . Main points

The following information is for the latest survey period 19 April to 1 May 2023, based on adults in Great Britain.

When asked about the important issues facing the UK today, the most commonly reported issues continue 
to be the cost of living (93%), the NHS (87%), the economy (73%), and climate change and the 
environment (61%).

Around half of adults reported that they were worried about the cost of food (51%) and the cost of energy 
(48%) in the past two weeks, with around a third (33%) worried about their general health.

Around 7 in 10 (70%) adults reported their cost of living had increased compared with a month ago.

The most common reasons reported by adults who said their cost of living had increased compared with a 
month ago were an increase in the price of food shopping (97%), an increase in gas or electricity bills 
(73%), and an increase in the price of fuel (40%).

The most common actions reported because of the increase in the cost of living were spending less on non-
essentials (63%), using less fuel such as gas or electricity in the home (54%), shopping around more 
(46%), and spending less on food shopping and essentials (46%).

Around half (48%) of adults reported less variety than normal when food shopping, and around 4 in 10 
(40%) reported having to spend more than usual to get what they normally buy.

2 . Public opinions and social trends data

Public opinions and social trends, Great Britain: household finances
Dataset | Released 5 May 2023
Indicators from the Opinions and Lifestyle Survey (OPN) of people's experiences of changes in their cost of 
living and household finances in Great Britain.

Public opinions and social trends, Great Britain: personal well-being and loneliness
Dataset | Released 5 May 2023
Indicators from the Opinions and Lifestyle Survey (OPN) of worries, personal well-being, and loneliness in 
Great Britain.

Public opinions and social trends, Great Britain: working arrangements
Dataset | Released 5 May 2023
Indicators from the Opinions and Lifestyle Survey (OPN) related to the working arrangements of people in 
Great Britain.

Public opinions and social trends, Great Britain: personal experiences of shortages of goods
Dataset | Released 5 May 2023
Indicators from the Opinions and Lifestyle Survey (OPN) of whether people experienced shortages of goods 
such as food, medicine, or fuel when shopping in Great Britain.

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/wellbeing/datasets/publicopinionsandsocialtrendsgreatbritainhouseholdfinances
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/wellbeing/datasets/publicopinionsandsocialtrendsgreatbritainpersonalwellbeingandloneliness
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/wellbeing/datasets/publicopinionsandsocialtrendsgreatbritainworkingarrangements
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/wellbeing/datasets/publicopinionsandsocialtrendsgreatbritainpersonalexperiencesofshortagesofgoods
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3 . Measuring the data

This release contains data and indicators from a module being undertaken through the Office for National 
Statistics' (ONS') Opinions and Lifestyle Survey (OPN).

Breakdowns by age and sex, including  for the estimates, are contained in our confidence intervals Public opinions 
.and social trends, Great Britain datasets

Where changes in results from previous weeks are presented in this bulletin, or comparisons between estimates 
are made, associated confidence intervals should be used to assess the  of the differences.statistical significance

Sampling and weighting

In the latest period (19 April to 1 May 2023), we sampled 4,942 households. This sample was randomly selected 
from people who had previously completed the Labour Market Survey (LMS) or OPN. The responding sample for 
the latest period contained 2,018 individuals, representing a 41% response rate.

Survey weights were applied to make estimates representative of the population (based on ONS population 
estimates). Further information on the survey design and quality can be found in our Opinions and Lifestyle 

.Survey Quality and Methodology Information (QMI)

https://www.ons.gov.uk/methodology/methodologytopicsandstatisticalconcepts/uncertaintyandhowwemeasureit#confidence-interval
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/wellbeing/bulletins/publicopinionsandsocialtrendsgreatbritain/latest/relateddata
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/wellbeing/bulletins/publicopinionsandsocialtrendsgreatbritain/latest/relateddata
https://www.ons.gov.uk/methodology/methodologytopicsandstatisticalconcepts/uncertaintyandhowwemeasureit#statistical-significance
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandlifeexpectancies/methodologies/opinionsandlifestylesurveyqmi
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandlifeexpectancies/methodologies/opinionsandlifestylesurveyqmi
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4 . Related links

Tracking the impact of winter pressures in Great Britain: November 2022 to February 2023
Article | Released 24 April 2023
Insights from our Winter Survey as we tracked participants to examine how increases in the cost of living 
and difficulty accessing NHS services had impacted their lives during the winter months.

The impact of winter pressures on different population groups in Great Britain: 15 to 26 February 2023
Article | Released 30 March 2023
In-depth analysis on how increases in the cost of living and difficulty accessing NHS services have impacted 
people's lives across the winter period.

Tracking the impact of winter pressures in Great Britain: 18 to 29 January 2023
Article | Released 27 February 2023
Insights from our Winter Survey, examining how cost-of-living rises, and difficulty accessing NHS services 
are affecting people during the winter months.

Characteristics of adults experiencing energy and food insecurity in Great Britain: 22 November to 18 
December 2022
Article | Released 13 February 2023
Understanding the characteristics associated with experiencing energy and food insecurity; logistic 
regression analysis using data from the Winter Survey.

Cost of living insights
Web page | Updated frequently
The latest data and trends about the cost of living. Explore changes in the cost of everyday items and how 
this is affecting people.

Impact of increased cost of living on adults across Great Britain: September 2022 to January 2023
Article | Released 20 February 2023
Analysis of the proportion of the population that are affected by an increase in their cost of living, and of the 
characteristics associated with financial vulnerability, using data from the Opinions and Lifestyle survey.

How increases in housing costs impact households
Article | Released 9 January 2023
Mortgage interest rates started to increase during 2022, this is likely to make borrowing more expensive for 
those with fixed rates deals coming to an end in 2023. Those with variable rate mortgages and private 
renters are also facing higher housing costs.

Census 2021: how homes are heated in your area
Article | Released 5 January 2023
As more than half of adults report worry about keeping warm this winter, we explore how homes are heated 
across England and Wales.

Cost of living and depression in adults, Great Britain: 29 September to 23 October 2022
Article | Released 6 December 2022
Analysis into the prevalence of depression among adults in Great Britain in autumn 2022. Exploring this in 
the context of the rising cost of living.

Quality of life in the UK: February 2023
Bulletin | Released 10 February 2023
An update on the UK's progress across 10 domains of national well-being: personal well-being, 
relationships, health, what we do, where we live, personal finance, economy, education and skills, 
governance, and the environment.

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/wellbeing/articles/trackingtheimpactofwinterpressuresingreatbritain/november2022tofebruary2023
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/wellbeing/articles/theimpactofwinterpressuresondifferentpopulationgroupsingreatbritain/15to26february2023
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/wellbeing/articles/trackingtheimpactofwinterpressuresingreatbritain/18to29january2023
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/wellbeing/articles/characteristicsofadultsexperiencingenergyandfoodinsecuritygreatbritain/22novemberto18december2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/wellbeing/articles/characteristicsofadultsexperiencingenergyandfoodinsecuritygreatbritain/22novemberto18december2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/inflationandpriceindices/articles/costofliving/latestinsights
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/expenditure/articles/impactofincreasedcostoflivingonadultsacrossgreatbritain/september2022tojanuary2023
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/articles/howincreasesinhousingcostsimpacthouseholds/2023-01-09
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/articles/census2021howhomesareheatedinyourarea/2023-01-05
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/mentalhealth/articles/costoflivinganddepressioninadultsgreatbritain/29septemberto23october2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/wellbeing/bulletins/qualityoflifeintheuk/february2023
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Office for National Statistics (ONS), released 5 May 2023, ONS website, statistical bulletin, Public opinions 
and social trends, Great Britain: 19 April to 1 May 2023

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/wellbeing/bulletins/publicopinionsandsocialtrendsgreatbritain/19aprilto1may2023
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/wellbeing/bulletins/publicopinionsandsocialtrendsgreatbritain/19aprilto1may2023

	Main points
	Public opinions and social trends data
	Measuring the data
	Related links
	Cite this statistical bulletin

