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Statistical bulletin

Population estimates by marital status and 
living arrangements, England and Wales: 2025
Annual estimates of population by legal marital status and cohabitation status by age 
and sex for England and Wales.
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1 . Main points

Married or civil partnered remained the most common legal partnership status among people aged 18 
years and over in England and Wales; however, the percentage decreased slightly from 52.3% in 2015 to 
51.1% in 2025, despite people in civil partnerships and same-sex marriages more than quadrupling over 
the same period to 0.9% and 0.4%, respectively.

Never married or civil partnered was the second most common legal partnership status among people 
aged 18 years and over in England and Wales, increasing from 32.6% in 2015 to 34.9% in 2025; the 
largest increases were for those aged between 25 to 34 and 45 to 69 years, where increases were 
between 4 and 7 percentage points.

People in same-sex marriages accounted for 0.9% (218,204) of all married persons in England and Wales 
in 2025; this number has grown steadily since the introduction of same-sex marriage in March 2014, with 
men accounting for 64.5% and women accounting for 35.5% of those in same-sex marriages in 2025.

In 2025, 62.1% of people aged 18 years and over were living in a couple, making this the most common 
living arrangement; 49.1% were living with a legal partner, 10.8% were cohabiting without ever forming a 
legal partnership and 2.2% were cohabiting after divorce or the death of a legal partner.

Cohabitation among those who have not previously formed a legal partnership increased to 10.8% of 
people aged 18 years and over in England and Wales in 2025, from 9.8% in 2015; in contrast, the 
percentages of people living with a legal partner or cohabiting after divorce or the death of a legal partner 
both decreased slightly.

Estimates for 2022 to 2024 have been revised following revisions to the mid-year population estimates for 
these years to incorporate improved international migration data; changes to estimates by marital status 
and age group for England and Wales combined are generally small (1.0% or less), with the exception of 
those aged under 20 years, where changes were below 2.3%.

Labour Force Survey data are used to produce estimates for this release. Recent years' lower achieved sample 
sizes have increased , but are improving following the uncertainty Surveys and Economic Statistics Improvement 

. Quality measures are included in the accompanying datasets.Plan

2 . Data on marital status and living arrangements

Population estimates by marital status and living arrangements, England and Wales
Dataset | Released 31 July 2026
Annual estimates of population by marital status and living arrangements by age group and sex in England 
and Wales. 

Population estimates by marital status and living arrangements, England
Dataset | Released 31 July 2026
Annual estimates of population by marital status and living arrangements by age group and sex in England 
only. 

Population estimates by marital status and living arrangements, Wales
Dataset | Released 31 July 2026
Annual estimates of population by marital status and living arrangements by age group and sex in Wales 
only.

https://www.ons.gov.uk/methodology/methodologytopicsandstatisticalconcepts/uncertaintyandhowwemeasureit#what-is-uncertainty-
https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/ourstrategyandplans/onsimprovementplans/onssurveyimprovementandenhancement/onssurveysandeconomicstatisticsimprovementplanquarterlyprogressupdatejuly2026
https://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutus/ourstrategyandplans/onsimprovementplans/onssurveyimprovementandenhancement/onssurveysandeconomicstatisticsimprovementplanquarterlyprogressupdatejuly2026
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/datasets/populationestimatesbymaritalstatusandlivingarrangements
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/datasets/populationestimatesbymaritalstatusandlivingarrangementsengland
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/datasets/populationestimatesbymaritalstatusandlivingarrangementswales
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3 . Data sources and quality

Our population estimates by marital status and living arrangements are produced using mid-year population 
estimates and Quarter 2 (Apr to June) of the Labour Force Survey (LFS), a large-scale UK household survey. For 
Quarter 2 2025, the LFS achieved a sample of 33,235 households (including imputed).

The  raised the minimum age of marriage and civil Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Act 2022
partnership in England and Wales from 16 years to 18 years from 27 February 2023. The 2025 data is the first 
year in which no one under 18 years of age can be married. All percentages presented in this bulletin exclude 
those aged under 18 years. To enable consistent 10-year comparisons, we produced some additional estimates 
for persons aged 18 years and over for 2015.

In this bulletin, we have compared percentage distributions in 2025 with 2015. The comparisons included are 
. This means that there is likely to have been a real change and that the difference we are statistically significant

observing is unlikely to be a result of chance. More information about statistical significance is available in our 
Population estimates by marital status and living arrangements quality and methods guide: How we produce the 

.statistics

The  enabled same-sex couples to marry in England and Wales from 29 Marriage (Same-Sex Couples) Act 2013
March 2014. Sample sizes are not large enough to produce robust estimates of persons in same-sex marriages 
by age group.

The  enabled opposite-sex civil partnerships Civil Partnerships, Marriages and Deaths (Registrations etc) Act 2019
in England and Wales from 31 December 2019. Estimates for civil partnerships include both opposite-sex and 
same-sex couples because sample sizes are too small to report separate estimates.

More quality and methodology information on strengths, limitations, appropriate uses, and how the data were 
created is available in our Population estimates by marital status and living arrangements quality and methods 

.guide

4 . Related links

Marriages and civil partnerships in England and Wales: 2023
Bulletin | Released 18 November 2025
Number of marriages and civil partnerships that took place in England and Wales analysed by age, sex, 
area and time of year.

Divorces and dissolutions in England and Wales: 2023
Bulletin | Released 2 July 2025
Annual divorce and civil partnership dissolution numbers and rates, partnership type, to whom granted and 
duration of marriage. 

Marriage and civil partnership status in England and Wales: Census 2021
Article | Released 22 February 2023
Details of adults' legal partnership status, including: changes over time; where groups of each legal 
partnership status live; education, ethnicity and religion. 

People's living arrangements in England and Wales: Census 2021
Article | Released 9 February 2023
This article provides an overview of people's living arrangements. It includes analysis on: their legal 
partnership status, non-dependent children, people living alone, people with second addresses, and whether 
people had moved in the year prior to census. 

Labour Force Survey – user guidance
User guide | Last revised 18 May 2026
Guidance about the background and methodology of the Labour Force Survey (LFS).

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2022/28/enacted
https://www.ons.gov.uk/methodology/methodologytopicsandstatisticalconcepts/uncertaintyandhowwemeasureit#statistical-significance
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/methodologies/populationestimatesbymaritalstatusandlivingarrangementsqualityandmethodsguideenglandandwales#how-we-produce-the-statistics
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/methodologies/populationestimatesbymaritalstatusandlivingarrangementsqualityandmethodsguideenglandandwales#how-we-produce-the-statistics
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2013/30/contents/enacted/data.htm
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2019/12/contents/enacted
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/methodologies/populationestimatesbymaritalstatusandlivingarrangementsqualityandmethodsguideenglandandwales
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/methodologies/populationestimatesbymaritalstatusandlivingarrangementsqualityandmethodsguideenglandandwales
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/marriagecohabitationandcivilpartnerships/bulletins/marriagesinenglandandwalesprovisional/2023
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/divorce/bulletins/divorcesinenglandandwales/2023
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/marriagecohabitationandcivilpartnerships/articles/marriageandcivilpartnershipstatusenglandandwalescensus2021/2023-02-22
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/householdcharacteristics/homeinternetandsocialmediausage/articles/livingarrangementsofpeopleinenglandandwales/census2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/employmentandemployeetypes/methodologies/labourforcesurveyuserguidance
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5 . Cite this statistical bulletin

Office for National Statistics (ONS), released 31 July 2026, ONS website, statistical bulletin,Population 
estimates by marital status and living arrangements, England and Wales: 2025

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/bulletins/populationestimatesbymaritalstatusandlivingarrangements/2025
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/bulletins/populationestimatesbymaritalstatusandlivingarrangements/2025
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