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1. Main points

® This report contains response information, questionnaire changes and new or changed methodology for
financial year ending (FYE) 2025.

® The purpose of this report is to update the FYE 2024 technical report and accompanies the Family
spending in the UK: April 2024 to March 2025 bulletin.

® Further supporting data can be found in the updated Living Costs and Food Survey (LCF) technical report
data tables.

2 . Overview of the LCF technical report

Background

This report contains response information, questionnaire changes and methodology updates for the Living Costs
and Food Survey (LCF) for financial year ending (FYE) 2025 (April 2024 to March 2025).

It does not describe methodology that changed before FYE 2025. For earlier changes, users should refer to the
relevant edition of our Eamily spending in the UK bulletin, which links to that year's technical report.

For a more in-depth explanation of LCF processes and methodology, users should refer to our LCF quality and
methodology information (QMI) report.

The purpose of this report is to update our FYE 2024 technical report. It also accompanies our Family spending in
the UK: April 2024 to March 2025 bulletin.

We also publish information on response, characteristics of the sample, confidence intervals and interview
metrics alongside this report in our LCE Survey: technical report data tables.
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/expenditure/bulletins/familyspendingintheuk/previousreleases
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/incomeandwealth/methodologies/livingcostsandfoodsurveyqmi
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/incomeandwealth/methodologies/livingcostsandfoodsurveyqmi
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/expenditure/bulletins/familyspendingintheuk/latest
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/expenditure/bulletins/familyspendingintheuk/latest
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/expenditure/datasets/livingcostsandfoodsurveytechnicalreportdatatables

3. Response for financial year ending 2025

The overall achieved sample for the Living Costs and Food Survey (LCF) in financial year ending (FYE) 2025 in
the UK was 4,998 households. Of these, 276 households were from Northern Ireland (NI) and 4,722 from Great
Britain (GB).

The rest of this section refers to the GB sample only. We directly collect GB data, while NI data are collected by
the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA). For more information on this, please refer to our
LCF quality and methodology information (QMI) report.

The overall response rate for the LCF in FYE 2025 in GB was 26%. This decreased by 2 percentage points
compared with FYE 2024. The issued sample of 20,001 households was an increase of approximately 5,200
households, compared with FYE 2024. For more information on the achieved sample see Table 7 in our
accompanying dataset.

We were unable to contact 23% of addresses in the eligible sample for FYE 2025, and a further 50% refused to
take part. Non-response remains high since the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. Of the 4,722 responding
households in GB, 4,663 cooperated fully, meaning they completed both the interview and (14-day) record of
spend (RoS) task.

Partial responses accounted for 1.2% of all cooperating households in FYE 2025. All of these occurred because
one or more adults in the household refused to keep the RoS but did take part in the interview, with the
household's main shopper completing both the interview and RoS (see Table 6 in our accompanying dataset).

Interviewers record the main reason why people refuse before or during an interview. These are spontaneous
results, coded against a list of preset answers, with an "other" option available. The two most commonly cited
reasons for refusing to take part in the survey in FYE 2025 (see Table 10 in our accompanying dataset) were:

® cannot be bothered (30%); the top reason cited, the same as in the previous year

® temporarily too busy (15%), which is a level similar to the previous year

4 . LCF questionnaire changes for financial year ending 2025

Changes during FYE 2025

Several changes were implemented throughout financial year ending (FYE) 2025, with the majority implemented
at the start of the survey year.

Questions removed

® Obsolete questions, such as questions relating to cost of living payments.

®* Removals and amendments to existing questions relating to Class 2 National Insurance contributions for
self-employed people.

Questions added or amended
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/expenditure/datasets/livingcostsandfoodsurveytechnicalreportdatatables
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/expenditure/datasets/livingcostsandfoodsurveytechnicalreportdatatables

® A set of questions requesting the value of some types of financial assets were added.

® Some income questions relating to employee bonuses, employer refunds to employees, and employee
Income Tax and National Insurance have been amended to streamline the questionnaire and improve data
quality.

® The Standard Occupational Classification coding frame was updated.

® Answer options for marital status and civil partnership questions were amended to conform with
harmonised standards.

® To ensure that we are capturing the full range of mortgage types effectively, a response option relating to
equity release mortgages has been added to questions about mortgages.

® To improve the quality and granularity of data collected on loans and hire purchases, a new set of
guestions was added requesting details on the interest rate.

For more detailed information on Living Costs and Food Survey (LCF) variables and changes, see the user
guides that support LCF microdata deposits to the UK Data Service. The introduction volume (PDF, 451KB)
provides an overview of the LCF Survey User Documentation, together with information on database and survey
definitions, as well as the survey background.

5. Methodology updates for financial year ending 2025
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https://doc.ukdataservice.ac.uk/doc/9468/mrdoc/pdf/9468_volume_a_introduction_2023-24.pdf

Standard errors

The methodology used to produce standard errors (SE) and confidence intervals for the Living Costs and Food
Survey (LCF) has been updated as part of a wider transition from legacy software to open-source programming.

The new approach improves alignment with the broader Household Financial Surveys weighting framework and
strengthens quality assurance within the production process. This change affects Family spending outputs,
specifically Workbook 1: Table Al, and the LCFE Survey technical report — Table 14 for the periods financial year
ending (FYE) 2023, 2024 and 2025, with the updated methodology being included in published tables.

As this methods update has been applied to published tables from FYE 2023 and onwards, comparisons of
methods have been made to the period before this, FYE 2022 (Table 1).

Table 1: Percentage change movement of percentage standard error for COICOP expenditure categories
Updated method versus published method (standard error calculation), UK, financial year ending 2022

Commodity or service % St_andard Error % Standard Error Percentage change
published (full method) updated method movement

Food & non-alcoholic drinks 0.9 0.9 0.0
Alcoholic drink, tobacco & 25 2.8 0.3
narcotics

Clothing & footwear 3.4 3.9 0.5
Housing(net), fuel & power 15 15 0.0
Household goods & services 3.1 3.1 0.0

Health 5.6 7.2 1.6
Transport 2.6 2.7 0.1
Communication 1.2 1.2 0.0
Recreation & culture 3.0 29 -0.1
Education 16.5 21.2 4.7
Restaurants & hotels 23 2.6 0.3
Miscellaneous goods and 2.0 3.1 1.1
services

All expenditure groups 1.2 1.3 0.1

Source: Living Costs and Food Survey from the Office for National Statistics

Equivalisation

From FYE 2025 onwards, the method used to calculate equivalisation in our published data tables has been
updated.

Equivalisation is based on the modified OECD scale (PDF, 166KB) using a two-person reference household,
replacing the previous single-person reference household approach. This change reflects the average number of
adult respondents per household (1.6). For FYE 2025, published tables (Workbook 1, Workbook 2, Workbook 4)
show both methods, side by side for comparison.

Under the revised two-person reference household, the lower boundaries of all income quintiles increased by
50%, while total spend within each quintile changed by less than 1%.
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/methodology/methodologytopicsandstatisticalconcepts/uncertaintyandhowwemeasureit#standard-error
https://www.ons.gov.uk/methodology/methodologytopicsandstatisticalconcepts/uncertaintyandhowwemeasureit#confidence-interval
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/expenditure/datasets/familyspendingworkbook1detailedexpenditureandtrends
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/expenditure/articles/livingcostsandfoodsurveytechnicalreport/financialyearendingmarch2023/relateddata
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/expenditure/bulletins/familyspendingintheuk/april2023tomarch2024#glossary
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/20160105160709/http:/www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/elmr/economic-and-labour-market-review/no--1--january-2010/using-the-oecd-equivalence-scale-in-taxes-and-benefits-analysis.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/expenditure/datasets/familyspendingworkbook1detailedexpenditureandtrends
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/expenditure/datasets/familyspendingworkbook2expenditurebyincome
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/expenditure/datasets/familyspendingworkbook4expenditurebyhouseholdcharacteristic

6 . Ongoing improvements to the LCF

The Living Costs and Food Survey (LCF) is undergoing a range of developments, with changes starting to be
implemented from early 2026 onwards. This is detailed in our recent Office for National Statistics (ONS) Survey
Improvement and Enhancement Plan for Economic Statistics article.

Completed changes

A sample boost

® The LCF sample boost was implemented in April 2026 and aims to mitigate the decline in response rates
compared with pre-coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic levels; it will also partially account for the 2025
cessation of the Survey on Living Conditions, data from which were previously combined with the LCF to
produce household income statistics.

® The issued annual sample size was increased from approximately 20,000 (for financial year ending (FYE)
2026) to 32,420 (for FYE 2027) households across Great Britain.

®* The boost was applied to England and Wales; there was no additional boost to the sample in Scotland
beyond its original size in FYE 2026, as FYE 2026 already included a Scottish boost, which was
maintained for FYE 2027.

® There was no boost to the sample in Northern Ireland; the Northern Ireland data are collected and funded
by the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA).

A new LCF record of spending (RoS) tool

®* The new tool was successfully launched, replacing an Excel tool used by interviewers to record detailed
spending data provided by respondents; it is expected to reduce interviewer administration and improve
quality.

® The tool's implementation marks the first step in uplifting the LCF to Blaise 5 (a computer-assisted
interviewing system) — improving data quality and operational efficiency.

Improved data processing pipeline

® The LCF uses a complex delivery system, "Deliver”, to process and manipulate raw data collected from the
guestionnaire and RoS to produce data that can be used for analysis; this system is an essential part of the
data processing journey.

®* The system we have been using has been classified as legacy; as such, a new pipeline has been
developed, using open-source software (Python), and adhering to reproducible analytical pipeline
standards and best practice.

® The process to implement this new pipeline was to build, test and evaluate (parallel running and comparing
outputs from the new versus old system), before final evaluation confirming the pipeline was fit for purpose;
the pipeline was implemented into LCF processing as of January 2026.

® This new pipeline has several benefits; it is robust and transparent, and more efficient in terms of time and

storage, ultimately improving the production of data outputs (efficiency, quality, transparency and ease of
use). This results in an improved service for our users.

Ongoing changes

Ongoing changes we are continuing to progress throughout 2026 and beyond.
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/news/statementsandletters/statementonthesurveyoflivingconditions
https://www.ons.gov.uk/news/statementsandletters/statementonthesurveyoflivingconditions

COICOP 2018

® The LCF questionnaire, coding frame and processing systems are in the process of being updated to
enable us to deliver data categorised according to the latest (2018) version of the Classification of
Individual Consumption by Purpose (COICOP) framework.

® This includes increasing the granularity of data collected in the coding frame, and some areas of the
guestionnaire.

® The updates are being designed to enable continued delivery of data categorised to the previous (1999)
COICOP framework, concurrently with other important existing stakeholder requirements.

® Qur economic statistics outputs will transition to COICOP 18 over the coming years, as detailed in our Plan
for Economic Statistics.

Future developments

Beyond introducing updated COICOP classifications, we also have a series of wider medium- to long-term
improvements planned for the LCF questionnaire and processing methodology, to enhance data quality and
improve sustainability, as referenced in our ONS Survey Improvement and Enhancement Plan for Economic
Statistics.

7 . Data on the LCF technical report

Living Costs and Food Survey: technical report data tables Dataset | Released 11 June 2026 Information
about sample sizes, response rates, household characteristics and expenditure uncertainty metrics for the
Living Costs and Food Survey.

8 . Related links

Family spending in the UK: April 2024 to March 2025 Bulletin | Released 11 June 2026 Average weekly
household expenditure on goods and services in the UK, by age, income economic status, socio-economic
class, household composition and region.

Living Costs and Food Survey guality and methodology information (QMI) Methodology | Released 1 August
2023 Details the strengths, limitations, uses, users and methods used for the Living Costs and Food Survey.

Differences between ONS household expenditure statistics Methodology article | Last revised 6 March 2026
Explanation of the main differences between ONS statistics on household expenditure, which are published
within our Consumer trends and Family spending bulletins.

9 . Cite this article

Office for National Statistics (ONS), released 11 June 2026, ONS website, article, Living Costs and Food
Survey technical report: Financial year ending 2025
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