Overview of surveys in the UK using the four Office for National Statistics personal
well-being questions as of February 2015:
Information for each survey has been collected by researching the Internet and where required
contacting the organisation responsible for the survey.
Surveys using the four ONS personal well-being questions:
Survey
Brief description of the survey When were
Publication
and its objectives
questions included dates
Crime Survey
for England
and Wales
ONS previously
conducted by
Home Office

Civil Service
People Survey
UK Civil
Service

Wealth and
Assets Survey
ONS

The Crime Survey for England and Wales
measures the extent of crime in England
and Wales by asking people whether they
have experienced any crime in the past
year.

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions are
included on the 2013-14
questionnaire.

The survey has measured crime in this way
since 1982 and is a valuable source of
information for the government about the
extent and nature of crime in England and
Wales. The Crime Survey for England and
Wales is the new name for the British
Crime Survey.
A separate survey (the Scottish Crime and
Justice survey) measures the extent of
crime in Scotland but does not include
questions on personal well-being.

The 2012 People Survey is the fourth
annual Civil Service-wide survey of staff
attitudes and experiences of work.
Objectives are:
•to establish employee engagement levels
as a key people management metric
across government, and for organisations
to assess its link to performance levels
•for organisations to understand their own
drivers of employee engagement and use
this knowledge to improve their people,
business and change strategies
•for line managers to understand
engagement levels among their staff and
manage people according to priority
employee engagement drivers
•to embed the employee engagement
concept in Civil Service management
thinking
The Wealth and Assets Survey (WAS) is a
longitudinal survey running across Great
Britain; England, Wales and Scotland
(excluding North of the Caledonian Canal

Annual publication
every July and
quarterly updates
every Janurary,April
and October.
Latest annual:
Period ending March
2014 was published
th
on 17 July 2014.
Latest quarterly:
Year ending
September 2014
nd
released 22 January
2015

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions are
included on the 2012, 2013
and 2014 survey’s and will
be included on an annual
basis in the future.
Over 297,000 people
working in the Civil Service
took part.

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions were
included from July 2011
(2nd Year Wave 3).

As of 23 January
2015 both 2012/13
and 2013/14 are
available on the Data
Archive.
2012 published 1st
February 2013.
2013 published
February 2014.
2014 published
November 2014

Publication of 20102012 results was July
2014.
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Life
Opportunities
Survey
DWP/ONS

The National
Study of Worksearch and
Well-being
findings
DWP/ NatCen

and the Isles of Scilly).
WAS aims to address gaps identified in
data about the economic well-being of
households by gathering information on
level of assets, savings and debt; saving
for retirement; how wealth is distributed
among households or individuals; and
factors that affect financial planning.
The Life Opportunities Survey (LOS) is a
major study, sponsored by the Department
for Work and Pensions, which has been
running since June 2009. It provides facts
and figures comparing how disabled and
non-disabled people participate in society
in a number of areas. These areas include:
work; education; social participation,
transport and use of public services. The
survey aims to identify the reasons why
people do not take part in these areas as
much as they would like to. It also explores
topics such as living standards, housing,
discrimination and crime.
The Office for National Statistics (ONS)
runs the survey throughout the year across
Great Britain. It interviews a random
sample of households, with sectors of
society chosen to reflect the general
population.
This is the first national study dedicated to
examining the psychological health and
wellbeing of Jobseekers Allowance (JSA)
claimants. It was commissioned by the
Health, Work and Well-being Directorate at
the Department for Work and Pensions
(DWP).
The study was designed to inform policy on
supporting unemployed people with
different levels of psychological health to
access services, seek jobs and return to
work.

Survey
regarding
population of
employees

The primary aims of this study are to:
• contribute to an evidence-base on
customers receiving JSA (including those
in the fit for work category following a Work
Capability Assessment (WCA)) but who
have mild to moderate CMD and need
some focused support;
• complement research into support for
people in receipt of IB/ESA;
• provide insights that could inform
programmes of support: including the type
and scale of any support services needed,
the timing of their offer, and efficient ways
of targeting this support at the right
customer groups; and
• provide information to help DWP staff be
aware of potential triggers for mental
distress.
As of December 2013 DWP confirmed a
CAPI (Computerised Assisted Telephone
Interview) survey regarding population of
employees.

The 4 ONS well-being
questions will also be
asked in Wave 4.

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions were
added to LOS from Wave 3
onwards.
Wave 3 started in October
2012 and will continue until
September 2014.

Publication of wave 3
is due in 2015.

Two different approaches
to assessing personal
wellbeing were included on
the Wave 1 interview: The
4 ONS questions on
personal well-being and
the Short Warwick
Edinburgh Mental
Wellbeing Scale
(SWEMWBS).

Wave 1 published
September 2012.

Wave 1 fieldwork was
conducted between March
and May 2011 with
respondents followed up
for a second interview
about 4 months later.
An assessment of common
mental disorders was
carried out at both waves
using a structured interview
tool. In addition, in-depth
qualitative interviews were
conducted with a small
number of participants who
had symptoms of stress,
anxiety or depression
during wave 1 survey
interviews. Qualitative
fieldwork was conducted in
June and July 2011.
The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions will be
included in the survey
which will be carried out in
Spring 2014

Report expected in
end 2014/beginning
of 2015.

DWP
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Armed Forces
Continuous
Attitude Survey
(AFCAS)
MOD

Families
Continuous
Attitude Survey
(FamCAS).

The annual Armed Forces Continuous
Attitude Survey (AFCAS) was first
conducted in 2007. AFCAS is one of the
main ways the department gathers
information on the views and experiences
of our Armed Forces personnel. The
information from this survey helps shape
policies for training, support, and the terms
and conditions of service.
The aim of the AFCAS is to assess and
monitor the attitudes of service personnel
across the Royal Navy (RN), Royal
Marines (RM), Army and RAF on a variety
of topics including pay, morale and
organisational engagement. The data are
used to identify where measures are
needed to influence motivation and
retention in the Armed Forces and to
inform policy development and
assessment. The continuous nature of the
survey allows for attitudes to be tracked
over time.
This survey is sent to the spouse/civil
partners of a random sample of serving
personnel on an annual basis. It contains
a number of questions on satisfaction with
Army provided housing.

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions were
included in the 2012 and
2013 questionnaires.

The 2013 results
were published on
th
25 July 2013.
The 2014 results
were published on
st
21 May 2014

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions were
included in the 2012
questionnaire.

MOD

Impact of FE
learning
Survey
BIS

FamCAS is not yet an official statistic but
will almost certainly be in 2013.
Telephone survey of 4,000 learner’s
representative of the wider population of
learners to quantify both the economic and
non-economic benefits associated with
skills and qualification attainment. The
survey also explored the role and
effectiveness of information, advice and
guidance; learners’ reasons for undertaking
the course and their choice of provider;
learners’ expectations in relation to their
potential outcomes; attitudes towards loans
in Further Education; willingness to pay for
Further Education; and what might have
happened in the absence of publicly
funded training.

The 2012 results
were published on
rd
23 August 2012

The ONS life satisfaction
and worthwhile well-being
questions were included in
the 2012 questionnaire.
(The happy yesterday and
anxious yesterday
questions were not
included).

rd

Publication 23
August 2012.

Tri-service families
continuous attitude
survey 2013: main
report, published
February 2014
Published on January
28th 2013.
Survey was a one off
and therefore there is
no plan to repeat the
survey in the near
future.

Learners in England who
studied a course in FE
during 2010/11 academic
year. The interviews took
place in January 2012.
There is no plan to repeat
the survey in the near
future.

The National
Survey for
Wales

Welsh
Government

The National Survey for Wales involves 25
minute face-to-face interviews with a
randomly selected representative sample
of people aged 16 and over across Wales
and it runs all year round.
This is a survey for people to give their
opinion on a wide range of issues affecting
them and their local area.
The Welsh Government is committed to
making sure its decisions and actions take
into account the views of people in Wales
and the National Survey for Wales is one of
its key sources of information on people’s
views and circumstances. It collects
opinion data on a wide range of issues
affecting people in local areas in Wales

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions are
included on the National
Survey from 2012.
The survey also includes 8
questions on satisfaction
with various ‘domains of
life’ (developed by ONS).

Statistical bulletin on
well-being results
based on first quarter
of fieldwork (January
to March 2012 and
3500 interviews) th
released on 30
January 2013.

Headline results for
April 2013 – March
th
2014 released 4
December 2014
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The results will be used by the Welsh
Government to help make Wales a better
place to live.
They will help it to:
• make decisions that are based on sound
evidence;
• monitor changes over time;
• identify areas of good practice that can
be implemented more widely; and
• identify areas or groups that would
benefit from intensive local support, so
action can be targeted as effectively as
possible.

Community
Life Survey

The Community Life Survey has been
commissioned by the Cabinet Office to
track the latest trends and developments
across areas key to encourage social
action and empower communities. TNS
BMRB, an independent research
organisation, will be delivering the survey
on behalf of the Cabinet Office in 2012-13.
Topics covered by the survey include:
• volunteering
• charitable giving
• local action and networks
• well-being

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions have been
included since August
2012 onwards.

The statistical bulletin
which covers data
collected August –
October 2012 was
published in February
2013.
The statistical bulletin
which covers August
2012 – April 2013
published July 2013.
The statistical bulletin
covering May 2013 to
April 2014 was
nd
published 22 July
2014.

The government is tracking trends in
issues key to understanding community life
in order to have the information needed to
inform policy and to understand and
communicate progress on these matters.
The Community Life Survey is focused
specifically on social action, community
engagement and well-being, and will build
on key aspects of previous and relevant
surveys to ensure that trends in such
issues can be tracked over time.
The Community Life Survey delivers a
nationally representative sample of
adults (aged 16 years and over) in
England.
For the 2012/2013 period the sample size
was approximately 6,600.

Labour Force
Survey (LFS)
Annual
Population
Survey (APS)
ONS

For the 2013/2014 period the sample size
was 5,105.
The Labour Force Survey (LFS) is a survey
of households living at private addresses in
the UK.
Its purpose is to provide information on the
UK labour market which can then be used
to develop, manage, evaluate and report
on labour market policies.
The Labour Force Survey (LFS) is a survey
of the employment circumstances of the
UK population.
It is the largest household survey in the UK
and provides the official measures of
employment and unemployment.
The Annual Population Survey (APS) was

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions have been
asked each quarter from
April 2011.

The first annual ONS
experimental
subjective well-being
th
results published 24
July 2012.
The second year’s
results were
th
published on the 30
July 2013 called
Personal well-being in
the UK, 2012/13.
The third years
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first created in 2004 and combines results
from the Labour Force Survey (LFS) and
the English, Welsh and Scottish LFS
boosts. The survey provides enhanced
data on key social and socio-economic
variables.
Datasets are produced quarterly, with each
dataset containing 12 months of data. The
data are available for Government Office
Region (GOR) or through a special licence
by local authority level.
The survey asks 155,000 households and
360,000 people per dataset about their
own circumstances and experiences
regarding a range of subjects including
housing, employment and education.
Opinions and
Lifestyle
Survey (OPN)
ONS

Living Costs
and Food
Survey (LCF)

Opinions and Lifestyle survey (OPN) is a
multipurpose social survey which provides
quick and reliable information about topics
of immediate interest.
The survey has a monthly cycle and
specialises in asking pertinent research
questions on topics too brief to warrant full
surveys of their own.
Government organisations, academic
institutions and charities can commission
questions on the Opinions and Lifestyle
survey and use the survey in a variety of
different ways.
This is mostly to provide answers to
questions of immediate policy interest but
also to help assess public awareness of
new policies, initiatives and publicity
campaigns; to develop, test and pilot new
survey questions; or to obtain samples of
respondents for follow-up research
projects.
The OPN has been used for split trial
testing of the ONS questions. This means
a number or variants of the questions have
been included since April 2011.
The Living Costs and Food Survey (LCF)
collect information on spending patterns
and the cost of living that reflects
household budgets across the country.

results were
th
published on the 24
September 2014
called:
Personal well-being in
the UK, 2013/14
Families and
Households 2014
th
released 28 January
2015

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions have been
included since April 2011
onwards and used for
experimental ‘testing’ of the
questions.
Therefore a number of
variations on the personal
well-being questions have
been tested. The headline
4 have not been asked
regularly.

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions have been
included since April 2011.

ONS

Taking Part
Survey DCMS

The primary use of the survey is to provide
information about spending patterns for the
Consumer Price Indices, and about food
consumption and nutrition.
It is an important source of economic and
social data for government and other
research agencies.
The survey is conducted throughout the
year across the whole of the UK and is the
most significant consumer survey
undertaken in the UK.
The results are essential for understanding
society and planning to meet its needs.
The survey’s main objectives are to:

• provide a central, reliable evidence
source that can be used to analyse cultural
and sporting engagement, providing a clear
picture of why people do or do not engage

Income, expenditure
and personal wellbeing, 2011/12.
th
Published 4 June
2014.
Family spending
nd
2014 released 2
December 2014

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions for ‘life
satisfaction’ ‘worthwhile’
and anxious are included
on the 2013/2014 survey.
However, a different

Taking part 2013/14
quarter 1 release
th
published 26
September 2013
Taking part 2013/14
quarter 2 release
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• meet the needs and interests of everyone

National
Citizenship
Service
evaluation
Cabinet Office

English
Longitudinal
Study of
Ageing

English
Housing
Survey (EHS)
DCLG
commission
from NATCEN.

Quarterly
National
Household
Survey
Central

who uses Taking Part data, including
relevant public bodies and the public
• underpin further research on driving
engagement and the value and benefits of
engagement
The survey provides annual data for
children and both annual and quarterly
data for adults. It also contributes to the
evidence base across a wide range of
topics, including:
• participation in culture and sport
• satisfaction with and enjoyment of culture
and sport.
• social capital
• volunteering
• barriers to participation
National Citizen Service (NCS) is one of
the Government's flagship initiatives for
building a bigger, stronger society.
National Citizen Service (NCS) aims to
build a more cohesive, responsible and
engaged society by bringing 16 year olds
from different backgrounds together in a
residential and home-based programme of
activity.

happiness question is used
as follows 'Taking all things
together how happy would
you say you are?'
On a scale of 1 - 10, 10 =
Extremely happy and 1 =
Extremely unhappy.

th

published 12
December 2013
Taking part 2013/14
quarter 3 release
th
published 27 March
2014

Reporting on the
happiness question is only
included in the annual
publication, not the four
quarterly ones.

Taking part 2013/14
quarter 4 release
published July 2014

A personal well-being
module including the 4
ONS personal well-being
questions is to be included
in 2013.

Evaluation of National
Citizen Service Pilots
Interim Report - May
2012.

Taking part 2014/15
quarter 1 release
nd
published 2 October
2014

Findings from the
evaluations of the
2012 summer and
autumn NCS
programme published
July 2013.

ELSA is an interdisciplinary data resource
on health, economic position and quality of
life as people age.
The primary objective of the English
Longitudinal Study of Ageing (ELSA) is to
collect longitudinal multidisciplinary data
from a representative sample of the
English population aged 50 and older.
Both objective and subjective data is
collected relating to health and disability,
biological markers of disease, economic
circumstance, social participation, networks
and well-being.
The English Housing Survey (EHS) is a
continuous national survey commissioned
by the Department for Communities and
Local Government (DCLG) that collects
information about people's housing
circumstances and the condition and
energy efficiency of housing in England.

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions will be
included in future waves of
ELSA, it’s likely they will be
included from Wave 7 in
2013.

Wave 5 published
October 2012.

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions will be
included on the English
Housing Survey (EHS) in
2013/2014.
The questions will only be
answered by the head of
households (home-owner,
higher earner etc). The
results will only be
representative of that
particular subset of the
population.

Data from the survey
will be available in
2015, with the
intention of a headline
report published in
February and then a
full report in the
summer.

The Quarterly National Household Survey
(QNHS) is a large-scale, nationwide survey
of households in Ireland. It is designed to
produce quarterly labour force estimates
that include the official measure of
employment and unemployment in the
state (ILO basis). The survey began in

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions will be
included in 2013.

Latest release quarter
th
2 2014 released 26
August 2014

Wave 6 published
October 2014.
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Statistics
Office
Ireland
Monitor of
Engagement
with the
Natural
Environment:
The Natural
Survey on
People and the
Natural
Environment
(MEME)

September 1997, replacing the annual April
Labour Force Survey (LFS). The QNHS
also conducts special modules on different
social topics each quarter.
The QNHS includes interviews 39,000
households each quarter.
To explore correlations between a person’s
propensity to visit the natural environment
and their subjective wellbeing scores. A
total of 3,528 interviews were conducted
over the four waves.

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions were
included in four survey
waves (May, August and
November 2012 and
February 2013)

Latest release June
to August 2014
th
published 13 August
2014

Natural
England

Surveys not using the four ONS personal well-being question but using different
variations of the questions:
Survey
Brief description of the survey When were
Publication
and its objectives
questions included dates
EU SILC
module

EU SILC is the main source for the
compilation of statistics on income, social
inclusion and living conditions in Europe.
The EU-Statistics on Income and Living
Conditions (EU-SILC) instrument. It
collects comparable multidimensional
micro-data on:

A personal well-being
module is to be carried out
regularly from April 2013
although they are not fully
harmonised with the ONS
questions.

November 2014.

Currently the 4 ONS
personal well-being
questions are not used
for 2013/14. Included is a
module on well-being,
consisting of around 20
questions, to fulfil EU-SILC
obligations. Some of these
are similar to the ONS
suite of questions.

2012/2013 data
published July 2014

•income
•poverty
•social exclusion
•housing
•labour (see also labour market)
•education (see also education and
training)
•health (see also health)
Family
Resource
Survey

DWP

The Family Resources Survey (FRS) is a
continuous survey with an annual target
sample size of 24,000 private households
(25,000 prior to April 1997). Fieldwork is
carried out jointly by the Office for National
Statistics and the National Centre for
Social Research.
The survey was launched in October 1992
to meet the information requirements of
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP)
analysts. The survey aims to: support the
monitoring of the social security
programme; support the costing and
modelling of changes to national insurance
contributions and social security benefits;
provide better information for the
forecasting of benefit expenditure.
Households interviewed in the survey are
asked a wide range of questions about
their circumstances including receipt of

Next release date
May/June 2015

However, for 2014/15 the 4
ONS personal well-being
will be included.
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The UK
Household
Longitudinal
Study
Understanding
Society

Social Security benefits, housing costs,
assets and savings. Although some of the
information collected is available
elsewhere, the FRS provides new or much
more detailed information in a number of
areas and brings some topics together on
one survey for the first time.
Understanding Society is a unique and
valuable academic study that captures
important information every year about the
social and economic circumstances and
attitudes of people living in 40,000 UK
households. The study is longitudinal
following the same household over time.
It also collects additional health information
from around 20,000 of the people who take
part.

Health Survey
for England

Public attitudes
and behaviours
towards the
environment

Health
Behaviour in
School-aged
Children Study
(HBSC)

The Health Survey for England (HSE)
comprises a series of annual surveys
beginning in 1991. This survey is now
commissioned and published by The NHS
Information Centre. It is designed to
provide regular information on various
aspects of the nation's health. All surveys
have covered the adult population aged 16
and over living in private households in
England. Children were included in every
year since 1995.
The survey follows from previous
environmental surveys run by Defra and its
predecessors in 1986, 1989, 1993, 1996-7,
2001 and 2007.
The 2009 survey was commissioned jointly
by Defra and the Energy Saving Trust and
consisted of 2,009 face to face interviews
in people’s homes during the spring.
Additional questions were included in an
omnibus survey consisting of 1,772 face to
face interviews. Both the main survey and
omnibus survey were administered under
contract by TNS Global Market Research.
The HBSC research network is an
international alliance of researchers that
collaborate on the cross-national survey of
school students: Health Behaviour in
School-aged Children (HBSC). The HBSC
collects data every four years on 11-, 13and 15-year-old boys' and girls' health and
well-being, social environments and health
behaviours. These years mark a period of
increased autonomy that can influence how
their health and health-related behaviours
develop.
The end goal of the HBSC study is to
improve the health and well-being of young
people. To achieve this goal, research
findings are disseminated to a wide range
of users, including, but not limited to:
academia, policy-makers, practitioners, the
voluntary/non-governmental sectors, the
public, and the media. HBSC findings are
used to: influence or gauge the
effectiveness of policy; develop

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions are not
used, though they do have
a ‘life satisfaction’ question
(with a 7 point response
scale).
They also include a
GHQ12 question which is
labelled as ‘subjective wellbeing’ but is actually a
measure of mental illness
(anxiety and depression).
The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions are not
used.

Insights 2014
published October
2014

Health survey for
England 2013
th
published 10
December 2014

However, since 2010 HSE
have included the Warwick
-Edinburgh mental wellbeing scale (WEMWBS).

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing question are not
used.
However, a ‘life
satisfaction’ question was
included in March 2011.
The survey is unlikely to
run again.

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions are not
currently included.
However, The 'Life
satisfaction' question is
asked in the form of Cantril
ladder and has been
included since 2001/02.
Worthwhile - not included.
Happy/anxious - not
included, but similar terms
e.g. feeling sad, not happy,
have been included since
2005/06.
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Survey of
Smoking,
Drinking and
Drug Use
NatCen
NHS

Community
Learning
Learner Survey
BIS

British Social
Attitudes
Survey

programmes and practices; raise public
awareness; and promote scientific
development.
The survey is carried out by NatCen in
partnership with the National Foundation
for Educational Research. It is
commissioned by the NHS Information
Centre for Health and Social Care, with
additional funding from the Home Office
and the Department for Education.
Findings from the survey are used by the
Department of Health, the Home Office and
the Department for Education to track
behavioural trends, to inform policy and to
monitor the impact of legislation and other
initiatives.
Each survey is based on a sample of
around 500 schools, selected using
probability methods. All schools in the
country with pupils in the target age range
are eligible, including state-maintained and
independent schools.
In each school, a sample of pupils is
selected randomly from all classes in Years
7 to 11. All eligible pupils have an equal
chance of being selected.
This is carried out annually. Each year this
major survey collects data from over 6000
school pupils aged between 11 and 15. It
covers:
How many 11 to 15 year olds smoke, drink
alcohol or take drugs.
The patterns of smoking, drinking and drug
use by 11 to 15 year olds.
Attitudes and beliefs.
The factors that predispose young people
to smoke drink or take drugs.
As well as the core data collected every
year, the survey alternates in focus to
provide additional information on either
drug use or smoking and drinking.
The Community Learning Learner Survey
respondents were adult learners in
England who had completed a Community
Learning course between July 2011 and
February 2012. In total 4,015 interviews
were conducted.

Every year the British Social Attitudes
survey asks over 3,000 people what it's like
to live in Britain and how they think Britain
is run. The survey tracks people's changing
social, political and moral attitudes and
informs the development of public policy.
It has been conducted annually since
1983 and is NatCen's longest running
survey. New questions are added each
year to reflect current issues, but all
questions are designed with a view to
repeating them periodically to chart

The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions are not
currently included.

2012 data publication
th
date was 25 July
2013

The survey currently uses
the Children's Society wellbeing questions.

2013 data publication
th
date was 24 July
2014

Well-being questions were
asked using different
wording than the 4 ONS
personal well-being
questions. Happy and
Anxious were overall rather
than yesterday.
Additionally, it is planned to
use the well being
questions again in a future
survey of Community
Learning starting in 2014.
The 4 ONS personal wellbeing questions are not
used though they may be
used from 2013.

The wave 1 results
were published on the
th
11 March 2013.
The wave 2 results
were published on the
th
28 March 2014 and
th
updated on 6 June
2014.

Currently they are including
the life satisfaction
question and their own
variant of the happiness
question (but with a 5 point
answer scale) on BSA
2013. The BSA may
consider using the whole
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changes over time. So far over 85,000
people have taken part.

set of well-being question
in the future but only when
they have been finalised.
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