Thank you for your Freedom of Information (FoI) request for the “…spreadsheets and data used to calculate the numbers in the paper dated 27 April 2012: A broader picture of the public sector balance sheet: State pension and other pension obligations – An update at April 2012”.

The 27 April 2012 ONS paper, A broader picture of the public sector balance sheet: State pensions and other pension obligations – an update at April 20121, accompanied and contextualised the findings of another, more detailed ONS paper, published on the same date. All new estimates of public sector pension obligations were presented primarily in the more detailed paper.

The more detailed ONS paper, Pensions in the National Accounts – A fuller picture of the UK’s funded and unfunded pension obligations2 was accompanied by two annexes3,4, which gave details of the methodology and data sources used in compiling the new pension estimates published on 27 April 2012.
Previously, ONS had published a paper Compiling estimates of state pension obligations for the National Accounts (a methodology article)5, on 2 December 2011, which explained the developing methodology to be used in deriving the state pension obligation estimates.
Hopefully, the detailed articles above will provide the tables and data sources that you require. As you will see, however, some of the data sources for these ONS articles, including those relating to state pension obligations, lie within other bodies such as HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC) and the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP). In particular, the estimates of state pension obligations included in the 27 April 2012 ONS articles were derived largely by DWP. Consequently, a request would need to be made to DWP to explore whether the detailed calculations made at the time are still available and could be released. 

Mr Hobbs’ article of 27 April 2012 (the first referred to above) referred to previous estimates of state pension obligations. These estimates were compiled by the Government Actuaries Department (GAD), and HMRC. As these were not ONS estimates, we hold no background material on the compilation of these.

Mr Hobbs’ article of 27 April 2012 also referred to earlier ONS papers6,7 in which estimates of public sector unfunded public service pension obligations were presented. These earlier papers made use of estimates sourced from:

· the Whole of Government Accounts (WGA) – an HM Treasury publication;
· the published estimate of a private sector actuarial consultant; 

· an ONS publication – Pensions Trends. As explained in Mr Hobbs’ articles, and within the earlier Pensions Trends publications, these earlier estimates were sourced mainly from the published accounts of pension schemes. 

Again, as these were not ONS estimates, we hold no background material on their compilation.
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