	Survey 
	Publication/Dataset & Frequency
	Background
	Level of Detail
	Users

	Annual Population Survey (English, Welsh and Scottish boosts to Labour Force Survey)
	Rolling, quarterly microdatasets used for Labour Market analyses and local authority employment data, published in NOMIS
	Random sample household survey covering the UK.

The Annual Population Survey (APS) combines results from the Labour Force Survey (LFS) and the English, Welsh and Scottish Labour Force Survey boosts. These are funded by the Department for Work and Pensions, the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills, the Welsh Assembly Government and the Scottish Government.

APS datasets are produced quarterly, with each dataset containing 12 months of data. There are approximately 170,000 households and 360,000 persons per dataset. More robust local area labour market estimates are available from the APS than from the main LFS.

Datasets are deposited at the UK Data Archive. Estimates of employment, unemployment and inactivity rates and educational qualifications down to Unitary Authority and Parliamentary Constituency Area are available on Nomis.
	For further information about the survey design see: http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/method-quality/specific/labour-market/labour-market-statistics/index.html

Lowest level of data  lowest level of data for IHS and APS is the Parliamentary Constituency Area, but we would not release raw data at that level, as it is too disclosive. The lowest level of data that users can access directly would be at the Local Authority, for both surveys.


	Academia, Local Government & Central Government

	Integrated Household Survey
	Rolling , quarterly microdataset and annual experimental Statistical Bulletin (published in September) 
	Random sample household survey covering the UK. Social interest topics including religion, sexual identity and health

The Integrated Household Survey (IHS) is a composite household survey combining the answers from a number of Office for National Statistics (ONS) household surveys to produce an experimental dataset of core variables.

Experimental statistics are those where the data is new and the data and statistics have not yet been assessed by the UK Statistics Authority.

The aim of the IHS is to produce high-level estimates for particular themes to a higher precision and lower geographic level than current ONS household surveys. Module surveys contributing to the latest IHS datasets are: Living Cost and Food Survey (LCF), English Housing Survey (EHS), Annual Population Survey (APS) and Life Opportunities Survey (LOS).

The surveys making up the IHS ask the Sexual Identity and new Subjective Well-being questions.
	For further information about the survey design see: http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/method-quality/specific/social-and-welfare-methodology/integrated-household-survey/index.html

Lowest level of data  lowest level of data for IHS and APS is the Parliamentary Constituency Area, but we would not release raw data at that level, as it is too disclosive. The lowest level of data that users can access directly would be at the Local Authority, for both surveys.
	Academia, Local Government & Central Government

	International Passenger Survey
	Overseas Travel & Tourism Statistical Bulletin - monthly
	The IPS collects information relating to overseas travel. It has three main purposes, namely

Collection of information about people migrating into and out of the UK

Collection of details of international travel and tourism between the UK and other countries

Collection of information about earnings and expenditure associated with this international travel and tourism

The survey, which started in 1961, is conducted ongoing, 363 days a year, at all major international air and tunnel ports and on the major sea routes. Passengers are sampled randomly, selected on the basis of every nth person, as they pass a count line. Survey response rate is typically over 80%.

A total of over 200,000 interviews are conducted each year and many more travellers are screened to identify whether or not they are migrating.
	Web publication, pdf and excel data tables. Includes commentary and links to methodology and definitions
	Balance of Payments, Visit Britain - for helping them track impact of travel and tourism marketing initiatives

	
	Overseas Travel & Tourism Statistical Bulletin - quarterly
	
	Web publication, pdf and excel data tables. Includes commentary and links to methodology and definitions
	Core users: DfT, Visit Britain, CAA plus University of Essex Data Archive.

Also provided to Migration unit to compile estimates of international migration

	
	Travel Trends - annually
	
	Web publication, pdf and excel data tables. Includes commentary and links to methodology and definitions

UK level - report annually as low as the top 50 towns in UK visited by overseas residents.

For visits abroad we report a country level only
	Core users: DfT, Visit Britain, CAA plus University of Essex Data Archive.

Also provided to Migration unit to compile estimates of international migration

	Wealth & Assets Survey
	Report - Wealth in Britain - two yearly 
	The Wealth and Assets Survey/ Household Assets Survey collects information about the wealth and indebtedness of households and individuals in Great Britain. In particular the survey asks people about: property, financial, physical and private pension wealth; savings, debt, borrowing and arrears; and attitudes to debt, saving and retirement.

The first wave of data collection took place between July 2006 and June 2008 with 30,000 households taking part. Now in its third wave, the survey involves interviewers revisiting households at each wave in order to gain an understanding of how the householders’ situation has changed in the intervening period.
	Each wave of WAS data is deposited into the UK Data Archive every 2 years under Special License access. Wave 2 reports are due to be published in May 2012 (Financial & Pensions wealth) with a final longitudinal report on changes in wealth due in July 2012. An interim wave one/wave two dataset will be available from the UK Data Archive in June 2012, with the full dataset being available later in the summer.

Data will allow for detailed cross sectional analysis of individual and household wealth and longitudinal analysis of individual wealth in GB. The special license dataset will include Local Authority to allow for lower level analysis of the data. A range of socio-demographic variables are made available to allow for analysis of wealth by different sub-groups of the population. The wave one dataset includes c30,000 household interviews; wave two c20,000 households which provides significant potential for a lower level analysis and modelling.  

The lowest level of data that users can access directly would be at the Local Authority level
	Sponsored by a consortium of government departments: BiS, DWP, HMRC, ONS and Scottish Government. The data is also used by a rage of academics, research organisations and charities. 

	Living Costs & Food Survey
	LCF calendar year datasets - anonymised data provided on the ESDS website each year around January (In Jan 2013 the 2011 dataset will become available). Datasets based on person and household level expenditure and income data. 

Family Spending - annual publication based on calendar year around November (Nov 2012 edition produced based on 2011 data). Four chapters and a a guest analysis chapter and an appendix of around 50 tables mainly based on expenditure and income. Provided as a PDF on the web with links to Excel tables. 

Defra's family Food publication and national Accounts Consumer Trends are also based largely on LCF datasets
	The Living Costs and Food Survey (LCF) is a continuous survey conducted by the ONS of around 6,000 households in the UK. The LCF is designed primarily as a survey of household expenditure on goods and services. It also gathers information about the income of household members, and is an important and detailed source of income data.

During the interview information is collected about the household; certain regular payments such as rent, gas, electricity and telephone accounts; expenditure on certain large items (for example vehicle purchases over the previous 12 months); and income. Each individual aged 16 and over in the household is asked to keep a detailed record of expenditure every day for two weeks.

The key uses of the LCF include: providing information on spending patterns for the Retail Price Index (RPI); providing household expenditure estimates that feed into the National Accounts and estimates of GDP; and to study how Government taxes and benefits affect household income. Defra uses LCF data on food expenditure to report on consumption and nutrient intake.
	LCF data provides information on UK hiuselhold expenditure patterns and income. Sample of around 6,000 households each year based on a multi stage stratified random sample with clustering drawn from the PAF. Respondents answer a questionnaire and keep a 2 week diary to record expenditures during that time. Data is weighted to reduce the effect of non response bias and produce population totals and means.

Family Spending commentary based on household expenditure (at COICOP classification level: an internationally agreed classification system), Housing expenditure, Household income, Equivalised Income, trends in Household Expenditure over time and a guest chapter that provides analysis of the data on a different topic every year. 

The lowest level of data that users can access directly would be at the Government Office Region
	ESDS Members

Academics

Local Government

Internal customers within ONS

Eurostat

Business & Market Researchers

Members of the Public

	Opinions and Lifestyle Survey
	Ad hoc module survey that runs different topics and questions each month depending on customer requirements. No publications produced apart from a monthly dataset which includes core questions and specific module data
	The Opinions (Omnibus) Survey is a monthly, face-to-face survey, which has provided a fast, reliable & cost-effective service to government departments, charities and academics for the last 20 years. From one-off questions to regular modules lasting ten minutes or more, Opinions asks questions on a variety of topics every month. It is an extremely useful tool for providing quick answers to questions of immediate policy interest, measuring public attitudes towards new policies; and testing and piloting new research questions and methodologies.

The survey has an achieved sample size of about 1100 interviews each month and the client’s module data is delivered just five weeks after the survey is run in the field. Opinions therefore has the advantage of offering clients a snapshot in time which is not diluted by long term changes to social, political and environmental conditions.

In the past, Opinions Survey has also been used to pilot or test questionnaires, link specific information about the population with data collected from the Census and provide a sample of respondents for follow-up investigations. The survey currently provides data to a wide range of ONS divisions on topics such as household internet access and societal wellbeing.

In January 2012 a number of question blocks that had previously been asked on the General Lifestyle survey were transferred onto OPN. These cover topics such as Family Formation, Health, and Drinking. 

OPN has also been used since April 2011 to test a range of questions on the subject of National Well-being.


	Monthly datasets deposited at the UK Data Archive approx one year after fieldwork. Level of detail differs depending on the module and length of time it has been running

The lowest level of geography we generally make available on OPN is Government Office Region. 

	Government Departments

Charities

Academics

	Life Opportunities Survey
	Wave 1 - Life Opportunities Survey : Interim Results 2009/10 - an interim report based on the first year of wave one was published by ONS on the ONS website in December 2010.

Life Opportunities Survey: Wave one results 2009/11 - a full report of the wave one data published by DWP on their website. In addition, accessible versions of the report were made available including Easy Read, Audio and Braille.

End user Licence and Special user Licence datasets are deposited with the UK data Archive.

Qualitative research reports (both published on the DWP website) - The Life Opportunities of disabled people :qualitative research with people with learning , memory and neurodiversity impairments.

The Life Opportunities of disabled people: qualitative research on choice and control and access to goods and services.

Wave 2 - Life Opportunities Survey: Wave 2 Interim Results 2010/11. An interim highlight report based on the first year of wave 2 is to be published by ONS on the ONS website on 26 April 2012. 

Accessible versions of the report will be available including Easy Read, Audio and Braille.

A full wave 2 report is due to be published in Spring 2013 (to be decided whether this will be on the ONS or DWP website). Data will be deposited at the UK Data Archive shortly following the publication of the full wave 2 report.
	The Life Opportunities Survey (LOS) is a new survey that aims to measure people's use of local facilities, including public transport and health services, and their participation in leisure activities and employment opportunities. It also aims to find out why people don't take part in work or leisure activities that they would like to, or why they may experience difficulties in using public services.

This information will help government departments such as the Department of Health, Department for Work and Pensions, and the Office for Disability Issues to target policies and resources where they are most needed, to improve opportunities for everyone.
	Data is presented in reports with commentary. the wave 2 reports focus on the longitudinal data. All data presented is weighted

The lowest level of data that users can access directly would be at the Government Office Region
	DWP

Researchers

	Family Resources Survey
	FRS Annual Report - the publication is downloadable as a pdf from the DWP website. Hard copies are also available.

The report is oublished just over a year after the end of the collection period (e.g. the 2009/10 report was published in May 2011)  
	The Family Resource Survey (FRS) is the key survey in any debates around poverty in the UK.  The survey aims to collect all information on any given household's income from all sources (income from jobs, benefits, pensions, bonuses, shares etc.).

With the collection of all this information, especially on benefits, the FRS can be used to model the effects of any changes in the benefit system. The FRS also collects information on levels of deprivation. A range of questions are asked such as whether people have two good pairs of shoes, go on holiday at least once a year, spend some money on themselves etc. This allows researchers to gain measures of poverty outside of solely income based measures.

The FRS is commissioned by the Department of Work and Pensions. The data is produced for DWP by a consortium of ONS and the National Centre for Social Research in Great Britain and NISRA in Northern Ireland. The questionnaire design is done by NatCen, with interviewing shared out by ONS and NatCen in Great Britain and NISRA in Northern Ireland. The data is checked and cleaned by ONS before being delivered to DWP.
	The FRS is widely used across DWP to provide an insight into the standards of living and forms the basis of the following publications : the Households below Average Income (HBAI) publication; The Pensioner Income Series ; Estimates of take up income related benefits. It also plays a vital role in the analysis of patterns of benefit receipt for policy monitoring and benefit forecasting, for example, forming a key data source for the Policy Simulation Model. 

The survey aims to collect all information on any given household's income from all sources (income form jobs, benefits, pensions, bonuses, shares etc). With the collection of all this information, especially on benefits, the FRS can be used to model the effects of any changes in the benefits system. The FRS also collects information on levels of deprivation

The lowest level of data that users can access directly would be at the Government Office Region
	DWP

Other Government Departments

Devolved Executives

Researchers

Analysts

	Labour Force Survey
	1973-1983 Biannually

1984-1991 - Annually

1992-2006 - Seasonal quarters (Dec to Feb, March - May, June  - August, Sept - Nov)

2006 - Present - Calendar quarters (Jan-March, April to June, July  - Sept,  Oct - Dec)
	The primary purpose of the LFS is "the prompt publication of key aggregate, whole economy, indicators, for the integrated assessment of labour market conditions. The 'labour market' covers all aspects of people's work, including the education and training needed to equip them for work, the jobs themselves, job-search for those out of work, and income from work and benefits.

The main strength of the LFS is that it has the largest coverage of any household survey in the UK and can thus generate statistics for small geographical areas. In addition, the sampling errors are relatively small, as a result of the wave structure and the size of the survey. The survey covers a large range of employment-related variables and non-employment-related variables, allowing cross-linking analyses to be undertaken (e.g. earnings against educational attainment).

One of the most important users of this sort of assessment is the Bank of England's Monetary Policy Committee, which sets interest rates in order to meet the Government's inflation target. Other key users of LFS data are HM Treasury and the Department for Work and Pensions, because they are responsible for UK economic and labour market policy. Other Government users include the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) (formerly the Department for Innovation, Universities & Skills (DIUS) and the Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (BERR)), the Home Office, the Health & Safety Executive, the Scottish Government, and the Welsh Assembly Government.
	Detail includes economic activity and inactivity, all aspects of people's work, job search for the unemployed, education and training, and income from work and benefits. Each quarters sample is made up of 5 waves. Respondents are interviewed for 5 successive waves at 3 monthly intervals. Approx 20% of the sample is replaced each quarter. The LFS is intended to be representative of the entire population of the UK. 

Lowest level of geography is Government Office Region (GOR)
	International users include European Parliament, Council and Commission, the European Central Bank and DG Employment (Directorate General for Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities). It is also used by the Organisation for Economic Co operation and Development (OECD), The Home Office, The Health and Safety Executive,  the Scottish Government and the Welsh Government.

Other users include:

TUC

Employers Association

Confederation of British Industry

Institute of Employment Studies

Institute for Public Policy Research 

National Institute of Economic and Social Research

Policy Studies Institute

The Institute for Fiscal Studies

Academic Researchers

Media

General public

	General Lifestyle Survey (GLF- formerly the General Household Survey (GHS)
	the general Lifestyle Survey Overview report is published annually (as a web pdf). The report covers the main topics of the survey: Smoking; Drinking; Households, families and people; Housing and Consumer durables; Marriage and cohabitation; pensions; and General health. Before 2010, the smoking and drinking topics were published as a separate report; Smoking and drinking among adults. Before 2008, the overview report was called the General Household survey Overview and before 2033 it was called Living in Britain.

GHS/GLF data are also presented in the ONS publications: Social Trends, Population Trends, Health Statistics Quarterly and Pension Trends. Further information about what is published and where it is available is within the Overview topic chapters .

The GHS/GLF person and household level datasets are available via the UK Data Archive under the End user Licence before 2007 and Under special user Licence from 2007
	The GLF was a multi-purpose continuous survey carried out by the Office for National Statistics (ONS). It collected information on a range of topics from people living in private households in Great Britain.  The survey ended in December 2011 and most of the content was moved to the Opinions and Lifestyle Survey (known as the Opinions Survey before April 2012) and the Survey on Living Conditions.  Further information is available on the ONS website at: http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/about-ons/consultations/closed-consultations/2011/the-future-of-the-glf-survey/index.html

The survey interview consisted of questions relating to the household, answered by a household reference person or their spouse, and an individual questionnaire, asked of all resident adults aged 16 and over. Demographic and health information was also collected about children in the household. The GLF collected data on a wide range of core topics which were included on the survey every year. These are:

demographic information about households, families and people

housing tenure and household accommodation

access to and ownership of consumer durables, including vehicles 

employment

education 

health and use of health services

smoking 

drinking 

family information, including marriage, cohabitation and fertility 

income

pensions
	Full details of the survey can be found in the GLF Overview Report available at: http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/ghs/general-lifestyle-survey/2010/index.html

The survey started as the GHS in 1971 and was carried out continuously since then, except for breaks to review it in 1997/1998 and to redevelop it in 1999/2000. 

From 1994/95 to 2004/05 the GHS was conducted on a financial year basis, with fieldwork spread evenly across the year April to March. However, in 2005 the survey period reverted to a calendar year and the whole of the annual sample (which was increased to 16,560), was dealt with in the nine months April to December 2005. From January 2006, the survey runs from January to December each year.

Since the 2005 survey did not cover the January to March quarter, this affected annual estimates for topics which are subject to seasonal variation. To rectify this, where the questions were the same in 2005 as in 2004/05, the final quarter of the 2004/05 survey was added (weighted in the correct proportion) to the nine months of the 2005 survey.

Another change in 2005 was that, in line with European requirements, GHS adopted a longitudinal sample design in which people remain in the sample for four years (waves) with one quarter of the sample being replaced each year. Thus approximately three quarters of the 2005 sample were re-interviewed in 2006. More details are given in the GLF Technical Appendix B.  

The lowest level of geography we generally make available on GLF is Government Office Region.

The last month of fieldwork for the GLF was December 2011. From January 2012 any non-EU-SILC questions that were required were moved to the Opinions and Lifestyle survey, and from April 2012, wave 1 of EU-SILC  has been collected on the Family Resources survey. The GLF team is now focusing on outputs and has merged with the Opinions and Lifestyle survey team. 


	The survey is used by government departments and other organisations, such as educational establishments, business and charities to contribute to policy decisions and for planning and monitoring purposes.  A report on how the survey is used is available at: http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/method-quality/specific/social-and-welfare-methodology/index.html

The survey is also used to meet a European directive for Statistics on Income and Living Conditions (EU-SILC).  EU-SILC is a legislated requirement for all the EU Member States and is used to monitor poverty and social exclusion across the EU. EU-SILC is also used to set targets for reducing poverty and to monitor policies that have been put in place to achieve the targets. Further information about EU-SILC is available via Eurostat’s website, at: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/eurostat/home/  and http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/product_details/publication?p_product_code=KS-31-10-555

	Survey on Living Conditions (SLC)
	The results of the survey will be published by Eurostat at: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/income_social_inclusion_living_conditions/introduction.

The datasets will be available  via the Eurostat User Database.
	The Survey on Living Conditions (SLC) is a follow-up study to the General Lifestyle Survey before 2012 and the Family Resources Survey from 2012. The SLC was launched in January 2012

The survey provides information about the living conditions and resources of households in GB. 

It will help the Government understand how different sections of society are managing, so that it can plan for the future, assess the effects of policy changes and measure the state of the economy. 

The UK Government and European Union will use the results to monitor and inform policies aimed at combatting poverty and social exclusion.
	The SLC is a households survey and collects data on:

Household information 

Accommodation 

Tenure 

Consumer durables 

Housing costs

Financial situation

Migration

General Health

Employment

Pensions

Education

Income

The survey has a longitudinal rotational design that follows people for three years or waves following their FRS/GLF interview.  Therefore, the FRS/GLF and SLC datasets combined will provide four years or waves of data.  The longitudinal sample size is around 5,000 households.

The lowest level of data that users can access directly would be at the Government Office Region
	The SLC is used to meet a European directive for Statistics on Income and Living Conditions (EU-SILC).  EU-SILC is a legislated requirement for all the EU Member States and is used to monitor poverty and social exclusion across the EU. EU-SILC is also used to set targets for reducing poverty and to monitor policies that have been put in place to achieve the targets. Further information about EU-SILC is available via Eurostat’s website, at: http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/eurostat/home/  and http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/product_details/publication?p_product_code=KS-31-10-555


