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1 . Output information

Statistical designation: official statistics in development

Frequency: annual

How compiled: based on multiple Office for National Statistics (ONS) data sources and other government 
department data (see Section 3: Important points)

Geographic coverage: UK/GB

Related publications: Infrastructure in the UK, investment and net stocks bulletin

2 . About this QMI report

This quality and methodology information report contains information on the data's quality characteristics 
(including the European Statistical System's five dimensions of quality) and the methods used to create it.

The information in this report will help you to:

understand the strengths and limitations of the data

learn about existing uses and users of the data

understand the methods used to create the data

help you to decide suitable uses for the data

reduce the risk of misusing data

3 . Important points

Infrastructure is widely regarded as the basic physical and organisational structures and facilities 
necessary for an economy, households and businesses to function.

As such, infrastructure plays a crucial role in the economy and is widely considered an important 
determinant of productivity and therefore, economic growth. However, there is no formal definition for 
infrastructure in international statistical manuals.

Within our publication we follow a data-led, functional definition. We focus on making use of the data 
available for what is considered core economic infrastructure in the following infrastructure categories: 
transport, energy, water and waste handling assets, telecommunications, mining and quarrying, and "other" 
(which includes all industries not in these groups).

Housing and social infrastructure are not included within our estimates

The publication presents three approaches to infrastructure -- new work and repair and maintenance 
construction, government investment and market sector investment and net stocks.

Our infrastructure estimates are created using several data sources: Gross Fixed Capital Formation 
(GFCF), Capital Stocks, Construction statistics and Government annual expenditure tables.

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/articles/developingnewmeasuresofinfrastructureinvestment/july2024
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4 . Quality summary

Overview

The Infrastructure in the UK, investment and net stocks publication is an official statistic in development 
publication and is an annual release. The publication uses several official data sources discussed in Section 6: 
Methods used to produce the data.

Uses and users

Infrastructure plays a crucial role in the economy and is widely considered an important determinant of 
productivity and therefore, economic growth. It can also enable access to opportunities and improve quality of life. 
As discussed by , improvements in infrastructure are thought to "increase productivity Martin and O'Brien (2017)
through reducing the costs of production, reducing barriers to trade, increasing competition through opening up 
markets and widening the pool of labour from which firms can choose. Conversely, the weakening of an 
economy's infrastructure is likely to have a negative impact on productivity: raising the costs of production, 
reducing the efficiency of trading relationships and limiting market access."

Given the lack of a formal definition for infrastructure in international manuals, the UK's Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) follows a data-driven, practical definition.

Despite infrastructure as a concept being relevant to the general public, this publication is produced mainly for 
topic experts such as the National Infrastructure Commission (NIC) and National Highways, alongside academics.

These data also allow us to be involved in international discussions to produce a fixed definition and set of 
methods. We have presented at domestic and international conferences and to other countries to support the 
development of infrastructure statistics.

We are also using our data to further develop the narrow definition and scope of measurement currently used. 
This is used to develop ad hoc articles such as investment in  and .flood defences redefining digital infrastructure

Strengths and limitations

Strengths

The first strength of the statistics in our infrastructure bulletin and accompanying dataset is that the calculation 
methodology and data categorisation are consistent across our series of publications on the subject, following the 
same functional definitions. We are also consistent with multiple official data sources; , Construction Government 

 and .Expenditure Business Investment

Within our , for the first time we included Infrastructure in the UK, investment and net stocks: July 2024 release
revisions to previous years, representing the most accurate data available and ensures we are consistent over 
time.

We introduced chained volume measure (CVM) estimates in our July 2025 article. These are referenced to 2022, 
replacing constant price estimates referenced to 2021 that were previously used in our Infrastructure in the UK, 

. This brings the time series in line with UK National Accounts best practice. investment, and net stocks articles
Reporting CVM estimates removes the impact of price inflation to reflect changes in the volume of infrastructure. 
Our CVM estimates use the latest  available from our Capital Stocks team. This ensures consistency with deflators
their treatment of price growth when reporting the value of non-financial assets used in the production of goods or 
services within the UK economy.

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/articles/developingnewmeasuresofinfrastructureinvestment/july2017
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/output/articles/investmentinflooddefencesuk/may2023
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/articles/redefininginvestmentindigitalinfrastructureintheuk/2024-07-31
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/constructionindustry/bulletins/constructionoutputingreatbritain/june2024newordersandconstructionoutputpriceindicesapriltojune2024
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/governmentpublicsectorandtaxes/publicspending/datasets/esatable11annualexpenditureofgeneralgovernment
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/governmentpublicsectorandtaxes/publicspending/datasets/esatable11annualexpenditureofgeneralgovernment
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/bulletins/businessinvestment/apriltojune2024revisedresults
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/articles/developingnewmeasuresofinfrastructureinvestment/july2024
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/articles/developingnewmeasuresofinfrastructureinvestment/previousreleases
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/articles/developingnewmeasuresofinfrastructureinvestment/previousreleases
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/inflationandpriceindices/methodologies/deflatorsandhowweusethemineconomicestimates
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Limitations

Measuring infrastructure comes with numerous challenges. The main conceptual issue is the lack of a universally 
accepted definition of infrastructure. Neither the System of National Accounts (2008) nor the European System of 
National and Regional Accounts (ESA 2010) contain a definition. Consequently, we predominantly focus on 
making use of the data available for what is considered core economic infrastructure for the following 
infrastructure categories: transport, energy, water and waste handling assets, telecommunications, mining, and 
quarrying, and 'other' (which includes all industries not in these categories).

Housing and social infrastructure (such as education or health) is not included, although there may be scope to 
extend our definition in future editions.

It is difficult for us to produce robust regional estimates because of the complexities around identifying economic 
ownership of infrastructure assets. Our regional capital team has produced experimental estimates of regional 
"other structures" using Barbour ABI data. For more information, see our Experimental regional gross fixed capital 

. However, the modelling used to determine economic formation estimates by asset type: 1997 to 2022 article
ownership of the infrastructure asset (in the absence of available data at the level required) does not always yield 
realistic estimates.

A further challenge is identifying suitable price indices to produce the deflated time series for government 
investment and construction findings. Most infrastructure assets are long-term investments and are not repeatedly 
sold or constructed. This makes it difficult to establish a price index time series. CVMs for market sector net 
stocks and investment are derived from our capital stocks dataset, according to the methodology outlined in our 

.Chain-linking methods used within the UK National Accounts methodology

A final limitation is the lack of mechanisms that monitor performance of infrastructure (for better asset life 
estimates).

Note that all calculations in this bulletin are based on underlying, unrounded data.

Recent improvements

In our July 2025 article, we published two years' worth of data for government expenditure statistics. This 
followed a change in the source of these data that made our data timelier. We also aligned our CVM production 
for market sector estimates with the latest available capital stocks data using 2022 deflators as of July 2025. 
CVMs offer a more accurate representation of real economic growth, compared with constant price measures. 
This is because they account for changes in relative price and quantity patterns over time.

The change of reference year and move to CVMs between our July 2024 and July 2025 articles will cause a shift 
in the level of the market sector infrastructure price-adjusted time series and revisions to the year-on-year growth 
in these series. CVM estimate reference periods in our infrastructure articles will be revised in line with those 
used in the core UK National Accounts in the future.

5 . Quality characteristics of the data

Relevance

Infrastructure plays a crucial role in the economy and is widely considered an important determinant of 
productivity and therefore, economic growth. It can also enable access to opportunities and improve quality of life.

Our publication meets current user needs regarding coverage and content. However, we are continuously looking 
to improve our estimates in many ways. Firstly, we are looking to expand our definition by publishing a series of 
ad hoc articles that explore types of infrastructure outside of the functional definition. As we explore further types 
of infrastructure and expand the remit of measurement for our current types, we hope to develop a broader 
measure of infrastructure to underpin our lead estimates. This is in line with a growing international view that the 
list of assets in the scope of infrastructure may be wider than previously thought.

We are also looking to engage in wider economic discussions on infrastructure such as critical minerals, net zero 
and transport. If you have any interest in this topic, please contact .nfa-development@ons.gov.uk

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/regionalaccounts/grossdisposablehouseholdincome/articles/experimentalregionalgrossfixedcapitalformationgfcfestimatesbyassettype1997to2020/1997to2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/regionalaccounts/grossdisposablehouseholdincome/articles/experimentalregionalgrossfixedcapitalformationgfcfestimatesbyassettype1997to2020/1997to2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/uksectoraccounts/methodologies/chainlinkingmethodsusedwithintheuknationalaccounts
mailto:nfa-development@ons.gov.uk
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Accuracy and reliability

Given the lack of a formal definition for infrastructure in international manuals, the UK's ONS follows a data-
driven, functional definition.  highlighted the potential of UK National Accounts and other data Grice (2016)
sources in measuring infrastructure assets. Whilst noting that there appears to be no internationally agreed 
definition of '*infrastructure*', , explained that National Accounts information *"can be used to Grice (2016)
construct time series estimates for the infrastructure on a commonsense view of its coverage" *to create both 
stock and flow measures of infrastructure.

The National Infrastructure Commission ( ) provides expert advice on major long-term infrastructure NIC
challenges on economic infrastructure. Infrastructure is referred to as "*the basic physical and organisational 
structures and facilities (for example, buildings, roads, power supplies) needed for the operation of a society or 
enterprise*." After  the ONS have taken this functional view of infrastructure and used an internal literature review,
it to define types of economic infrastructure to form this basis of its reporting. These infrastructure types also 
coincide with the remit of the NIC.

For infrastructure to be acknowledged in the National Accounts (NA) and therefore reported internationally within 
a harmonised framework, it will have to be in a formal international statistics manual. This is not expected within 
the next System of National Accounts (SNA2025); however, we will continue to monitor international best practice 
on defining infrastructure and will revisit our methods accordingly.

Our data are subject to revisions in line with our data providers including when they update their definitions and 
estimation methods. Reasoning for each iteration of revisions can be found in our bulletins.  

Coherence and comparability

We are consistent with several of our data providers. Our public sector estimates are consistent with central and 
local government annual expenditure data published in our . Our GDP quarterly national accounts, UK bulletins
construction estimates are consistent with our  and our Construction output in Great Britain bulletins Output in the 

. Our market sector estimates are consistent with our construction industry: subnational and subsector datasets
 and our Business investment in the UK bulletins Preliminary capital stocks and fixed capital consumption datasets

. These data are consistent and comparable over time, as we revise in line with our data providers.

We are leading internationally on the topic and collaborate with other countries to further develop the 
measurement of infrastructure. Organisations such as the NIC have data on comparable topics such as Transport 
and Energy. However, they examine these topics through a different lens to how we measure investment in 
infrastructure.

There are other topic experts who analyse infrastructure in various ways such as the Infrastructure Project 
 who look at the investment in infrastructure related projects and  who Authority Building Cost Information Services

also forecast investment in new work infrastructure.

Accessibility and clarity

Our Infrastructure in the UK bulletins are published for free on the ONS website in line with . Our Code of Practice
recommended format for accessible content is a combination of HTML web pages for narrative, charts, and 
graphs, with data being provided in usable formats such as CSV and Excel file types. We also offer users the 
option to download the narrative in PDF format. In some instances, other software may be used or may be 
available on request.

For information regarding conditions of access to data, please refer to the following:

ONS website terms and conditions

how accessible the ONS website is and what we are doing to improve accessibility

One issue surrounding the clarity of the Infrastructure in the UK, investment and net stocks bulletin is the 
complexity of the definitions used. It is also difficult to convey some of the messaging due to the lack of formal 
definitions and difficulty in measuring this topic.

https://academic.oup.com/oxrep/article/32/3/431/1745380/National-accounting-for-infrastructure
https://academic.oup.com/oxrep/article/32/3/431/1745380/National-accounting-for-infrastructure
https://www.nic.org.uk/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/articles/developingnewmeasuresofinfrastructureinvestment/july2017
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/bulletins/quarterlynationalaccounts/previousreleases
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/constructionindustry/bulletins/constructionoutputingreatbritain/previousreleases
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/constructionindustry/datasets/outputintheconstructionindustrysubnationalandsubsector/current
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/constructionindustry/datasets/outputintheconstructionindustrysubnationalandsubsector/current
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/bulletins/businessinvestment/previousReleases
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/uksectoraccounts/datasets/preliminarycapitalstocksandfixedcapitalconsumption
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-infrastructure-and-construction-pipeline-2023/analysis-of-the-national-infrastructure-and-construction-pipeline-2023-html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-infrastructure-and-construction-pipeline-2023/analysis-of-the-national-infrastructure-and-construction-pipeline-2023-html
https://bcis.co.uk/news/bcis-construction-infrastructure-forecast/#:~:text=BCIS%20infrastructure%20forecast%20%E2%80%93%201Q2024%20to%201Q2029&text=New%20work%20infrastructure%20output%20rose,in%20the%20electricity%20sub%2Dsector.
https://code.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/help/termsandconditions
https://www.ons.gov.uk/help/accessibility
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/articles/developingnewmeasuresofinfrastructureinvestment/july2024
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Timeliness and punctuality

We have identified new data sources that improve the timeliness of our published estimates. Data covering until 
the end of 2024 were published for all our estimates in our most recent Infrastructure in the UK, investment and 

.net stocks: July 2025 article

For more details on related releases, the  provides 12 months' advance notice of release dates. release calendar
In the unlikely event of a change to the pre-announced release schedule, public attention will be drawn to the 
change and the reasons for the change explained at the same time, as set out in the Code of Practice for Statistics
.

Concepts and definitions

Infrastructure assets

Infrastructure assets are considered a sub-set of fixed capital assets, which have an economic life of over one 
year. Within our publication we follow a data-led, functional definition. We focus on making use of the data 
available for what is considered core economic infrastructure in the following infrastructure categories: transport, 
energy, water and waste handling assets, telecommunications, mining and quarrying, and "other" (which includes 
all industries not in these groups).

Central, local, and general government

Central government (CG) consists of all administrative departments of the state and other central agencies whose 
responsibilities cover the whole economic territory of a country, except for the administration of social security 
funds.

Local government (LG) consists of all types of public administration whose responsibility covers only a local part 
of the economic territory, apart from local agencies of social security funds.

For the UK, general government (GG) is the sum of central and local government.

Net stocks

Net stock is the gross capital stock (defined as the value of all fixed assets still in use at a point in time), less the 
consumption of fixed capital accrued up to that point. Net stock considers the depreciation of assets over time 
because of physical deterioration, foreseeable obsolescence, or normal accidental damage.

Market sector

In our publication, to create our estimates for the market sector we exclude any data relating to the central 
government, local government and  from our whole non-profit institutions serving households (NPISH) sectors
economy estimates. In practice, this means that most of the data relating to industries 84 to 88 are not included 
from our market sector estimates, with smaller exclusions in other industries where these sectors appear. Data 
representing government sector investment and net stocks are presented in our 'government investment' tables.

Note that our market sector definition is different to the standard ONS definition of the market sector, which states 
that any unit selling at an economically significant price is operating in the market.

We present our market sector estimates across seven industry groups, in line with our 2018 Developing new 
.statistics of infrastructure article

These industry groups are:

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/articles/developingnewmeasuresofinfrastructureinvestment/july2025
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/articles/developingnewmeasuresofinfrastructureinvestment/july2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/announcements
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/code-of-practice/index.html
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Central_government
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Local_government
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/compendium/unitedkingdomnationalaccountsthebluebook/2018/householdsandnonprofitinstitutionsservinghouseholds
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/compendium/unitedkingdomnationalaccountsthebluebook/2018/householdsandnonprofitinstitutionsservinghouseholds
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/articles/developingnewmeasuresofinfrastructureinvestment/august2018
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/articles/developingnewmeasuresofinfrastructureinvestment/august2018
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energy (division 35, UK Standard Industrial Classification)

mining and quarrying (divisions 05 to 09)

water supply (division 36)

sewerage and waste (divisions 37 to 39)

warehousing and support activities for transportation (division 52)

telecommunications (division 61)

"other", representing the remaining divisions"

Infrastructure investment by government

Government infrastructure investment is measured by using government expenditure broken down by function for 
the following functions of government:

transport

communication

waste management

waste water management

water supply

street lighting

'Other structures' assets

'Other structures' covers structures other than residential structures, including the costs of the streets, sewers and 
site clearance and preparation.

Examples include highways, streets, roads, railways, and airfield runways; bridges, elevated highways, tunnels, 
and subways; waterways, harbours, dams, and other waterworks; long-distance pipelines, communication, and 
power lines; local pipelines and cables, ancillary works; constructions for mining and manufacture; and 
constructions for sport and recreation.

Geography

Government and Market sector estimates are both for the United Kingdom. Construction statistics only cover 
Great Britain. Construction statistics have a further regional breakdown included.

Why you can trust our data

The ONS is the UK's largest independent producer of statistics and its national statistical institute. We treat the 
data that we hold with respect, keeping it secure and confidential, and we use statistical methods that are 
professional, ethical, and transparent.

6 . Methods used to produce the data
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Government investment

The sources used within this section are consistent with central and local government annual expenditure data 
published in our .GDP quarterly national accounts, UK bulletins

Central government (CG) subsector data are collected from government departments by HM Treasury (HMT). 
From 2009 to 2010, the information has been collected according to International Financial Reporting Standards 
(IFRS), with further breakdowns required for monitoring departmental budgets and for compiling national 
accounts. Departmental annual accounts, ESA2010 transactions, and Classification of the Functions of 

 (COFOG) detail, are all derived from the same dataset. ONS processes the data and checks quality Government
and consistency with ESA 2010 standards.

CG expenditure is broken into several thousand different programmes and in the main these are at a low enough 
level to assign to COFOG category at the sub-division level.

Local government (LG) subsector data are collected and published by the government departments responsible 
for the respective territories: In England, this is the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government; in 
Scotland the Scottish Government; and in Wales the Welsh Government. The Northern Ireland Executive reports 
directly to HMT. Data supplied are detailed expenditure on services provided by local authorities. Data are 
collected for several policy and accounting purposes. It is allocated to COFOG Level 2 categories by ONS, which 
is responsible for ensuring that the local government data can be converted to the ESA 2010 standards.

For LG, most expenditure is classified by the supplier according to the type of service provided. These generally 
fit well with the COFOG categories.

Within CG, LG and general government (GG), we extract capital formation data that are consistent with UK 
National Accounts for each of the following Classification of the functions of government  codes, as (COFOG)
these map closely to our core economic infrastructure categories:

GF0405 Transport

GF0406 Communication

GF0501 Waste Management

GF0502 Wastewater Management

GF0603 Water Supply

GF0604 Street Lighting

Within our  we also use the category "other"; we sum Infrastructure in the UK, investment and net stocks article
the values of each of the above, minus transport. This is the sum of GF0406, GF0501, GF0502, GF0603 and 
GF0604. Datasets are available for CG, LG, and GG separately.

Please note that "total CG, LG, GG investment" figures represent total levels of government investment for the 
whole economy, rather than specifically for infrastructure.

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/bulletins/quarterlynationalaccounts/previousreleases
https://www.ons.gov.uk/file?uri=/aboutus/transparencyandgovernance/freedomofinformationfoi/moneyspentonpublicinfrastructure/cofogclassificationsummary.doc
https://www.ons.gov.uk/file?uri=/aboutus/transparencyandgovernance/freedomofinformationfoi/moneyspentonpublicinfrastructure/cofogclassificationsummary.doc
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Classification_of_the_functions_of_government_(COFOG)
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/articles/developingnewmeasuresofinfrastructureinvestment/july2024
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Construction infrastructure by subsector

The sources for this section of the release are  Output in the construction industry: sub-national and sub-sector
and . Data are sourced from the Monthly Business Survey for Construction Output in the construction industry
(also known as the Construction Output Survey) and Value Added Tax (VAT) returns, which collect value of work 
broken down by type of work from businesses in the construction industry within Great Britain. To obtain 
subsector data, we at the ONS have developed a new model to apportion construction output more accurately by 
region and subsector, using new orders data from both the ONS and Barbour ABI. For more information, please 
refer to our .Construction output QMI

Within this dataset, from Table 1, Construction output, we extract: value, non-seasonally adjusted, current prices 
by type of work, £ million.

Within the sector "Infrastructure", we take data for each of the following infrastructure subsectors (shown along 
with their dataset identifier code):

water (MV73)

sewerage (MV74)

electricity (MV75)

roads (MV76)

railways (MV77)

harbours (MV78)

other (MV79)

"Other" consists of the gas, communications, and air transport subsectors.

For "total infrastructure" we use dataset identifier code MV6N. Similarly, the "of which public/ private" figures are 
taken from Table 1, (codes MV7A and MV7B, respectively). Data are available per quarter of each year. We 
therefore sum the value of year quarter within a year to reach an annual figure.

The "total repair and maintenance" figures are from Table 4a, Construction output in Great Britain, value, 
seasonally adjusted, current prices, by sector, from our . Specifically, Output in the construction industry dataset
we use the annual figures for, repair and maintenance or "R&M Infrastructure" (code N42T).

Construction by region

The source for this section is our . To obtain Output in the construction industry: subnational and subsector dataset
subnational data, we at the ONS have developed a new model to more accurately apportion construction output 
by region and subsector, using new orders data from both the ONS and Barbour ABI and applying this to our 

. For more information, please refer to our  Construction output in Great Britain dataset Construction output QMI
and our .Construction development: improvements to regional and subsector level estimates, June 2018 article

Within this dataset, from Table 2, Construction output, we extract value, non-seasonally adjusted, current prices, 
by region, £ million. For each separate country or region of England, we take information for infrastructure (new 
work) from the "infrastructure" category, dataset identifier code MV8F, and the total from "all new work" category, 
(code MV8J).

For infrastructure repair and maintenance figures (R&M), we take "infrastructure R&M", (code MV8N), with total 
repair and maintenance taken from "all R&M", (code MV8O).

For infrastructure's share of total construction (%), we divide "infrastructure" by "all new work", and for 
infrastructure R&M's share of total R&M (%), we divide "infrastructure R&M" by "All R&M".

Data are available per quarter of each year. We therefore sum the value of each quarter within a year to reach an 
annual figure.

Below are the dataset identifier codes for each country of Great Britain and region of England:

https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/constructionindustry/datasets/outputintheconstructionindustrysubnationalandsubsector
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/constructionindustry/datasets/outputintheconstructionindustry
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/constructionindustry/methodologies/constructionoutputqualityandmethodologyinformation
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/constructionindustry/datasets/outputintheconstructionindustry
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/constructionindustry/datasets/outputintheconstructionindustrysubnationalandsubsector
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/constructionindustry/datasets/outputintheconstructionindustry
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/constructionindustry/methodologies/constructionoutputqualityandmethodologyinformation
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/constructionindustry/articles/constructiondevelopmentimprovementstoregionalandsubsectorlevelestimatesjune2018/2018-06-04
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North East

Infrastructure: MV8F

All new work: MV8J

Infrastructure repair and maintenance: MV8N

All repair and maintenance:MV8O

North West

Infrastructure: MVH4

All new work: MVH8

Infrastructure repair and maintenance: MVI4

All repair and maintenance:MVI5

Yorkshire and the Humber

Infrastructure: MV8S

All new work: MV8W

Infrastructure repair and maintenance: MV92

All repair and maintenance:MV93

East Midlands

Infrastructure: MV97

All new work: MV9B

Infrastructure repair and maintenance: MV9F

All repair and maintenance:MV9G

West Midlands

Infrastructure: MVF9

All new work: MVG4

Infrastructure repair and maintenance: MVG8

All repair and maintenance:MVG9

East

Infrastructure: MV9K

All new work: MV9O

Infrastructure repair and maintenance: MV9S

All repair and maintenance:MV9T
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London

Infrastructure: MV9K

All new work: MV9O

Infrastructure repair and maintenance: MV9S

All repair and maintenance:MV9T

South East

Infrastructure: MVB4

All new work: MVB8

Infrastructure repair and maintenance: MVC3

All repair and maintenance:MVC4

South West

Infrastructure: MVC8

All new work: MVD4

Infrastructure repair and maintenance: MVD8

All repair and maintenance:MVD9

Wales

Infrastructure: MVE4

All new work: MVE8

Infrastructure repair and maintenance: MVF4

All repair and maintenance:MVF5

Scotland

Infrastructure: MVI9

All new work: MVJ4

Infrastructure repair and maintenance: MVJ8

All repair and maintenance:MVJ9

For infrastructure's share of total construction (%), we divide "infrastructure" by "all new work" for each territory 
and for infrastructure R&M's share of total R&M (%), we divide "infrastructure R&M" by "all R&M" for each.

All data are available per quarter of each year. We therefore sum the value of each quarter within a year to reach 
an annual figure.
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Market sector investment

The source used in this section is an unpublished version of a Gross Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF) dataset, 
which is consistent with our . Business investment estimates are based primarily on Business Investment dataset
the results of the , which collects data from Quarterly Acquisitions and Disposals of Capital Assets Survey (QCAS)
UK businesses for the private sector, and those for the government sector include the online system of central 
accounting and reporting . For more information, please refer to our . (OSCAR) Business Investment QMI

Since its inception, market sector infrastructure in the UK has been captured within the "other structures" asset 
class of GFCF. Published estimates of GFCF do not break down estimates of "other buildings and structures" into 
"other buildings," "other structures" and "land improvements." Instead, since 2019, the expenditure on "other 
structures" has been separated from the asset "other buildings and structures" by using data from the Annual 

 in line with our methods for the breakdown of capital Acquisitions and Disposals of Capital Assets Survey (ACAS)
stocks.

"Other structures" estimates are broken down into six categories, where the flow of services or benefits accrues 
to multiple industries and sectors beyond the industry or sector possessing the asset:

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/datasets/businessinvestmentbyindustryandasset
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/methodologies/quarterlyacquisitionsanddisposalsofcapitalassetssurveyqmi
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/the-online-system-for-central-accounting-and-reporting-oscar-tool
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/investmentspensionsandtrusts/methodologies/businessinvestmentqmi
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/qmis/annualacquisitionsanddisposalsofcapitalassetssurveyqmi
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/qmis/annualacquisitionsanddisposalsofcapitalassetssurveyqmi
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transport other than roads

energy

water, flood control and waste management

communications

roads

other publicly owned infrastructure not elsewhere included

In our production process, we filter the other structures data for each industry group. For example, for mining and 
quarrying, we filter to show industries, 5, 6, 8 and 9. The industries used for each published industry group are 
shown in Table 1.

Table 1

Industry group  Contributing industry divisions 

Mining and quarrying  05 

06 

08 

09 

Energy  35 

Water supply  36 

Sewerage and waste  37 to 39 

Warehousing and Support Activities 
for transportation 

52 

Telecommunications  61 

Other 
All industries other than above, excluding industries 68, 84 to 88, which 
do not represent the market sector 

All data are available per quarter of each year. We therefore sum the value of each quarter within a year to reach 
an annual figure.

We then calculate chained volume measure (CVM) data using deflators which are provided to us by our Capital 
Stocks team. These are currently on a base year 2022 equals 100 basis.
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Market sector net stocks

The source used in this section is an unpublished version of a Capital Stocks dataset, which is consistent with our 
. In turn, the main data source for estimating Preliminary capital stocks and fixed capital consumption dataset

capital stocks data series is GFCF, see , under the subheading Section 6: Methods used to produce the data
"Market sector investment", for further details. GFCF measures acquisitions minus disposals of fixed assets 
(produced assets that are used repeatedly or continuously in production processes for more than a year) and 
costs associated with the ownership transfer of these fixed assets. Capital stocks estimates are then calculated 
using the Perpetual Inventory Method (PIM). This involves cumulating GFCF across time and accounting for 
retirement and depreciation. The asset life data for "other structures" being predominantly taken from company 
accounts because most of the assets of this type are owned by a small number of large enterprises operating in 
specific services and utilities industries, such as mining and quarrying, water and sewerage, and 
telecommunications services.

For more information, please refer to our . Capital stocks and fixed capital consumption QMI

To create the market sector net stocks dataset, we use both current price and CVM data for the category “Other 
structures” only. See the Market sector investment subsection for further details on “Other structures”.

We then filter "other structures" for each industry group. For example, for mining and quarrying, we filter to show 
industries, 5, 6, 8 and 9.

Please refer to the industry list under "Market sector investment" for our full industry groupings.

To calculate annual figures, we take only the value for October to December, Quarter 4 (Q4), for the relevant 
year in line with the balance sheet approach to reporting annual data, that is, the value for 1997 is the same as 
the value for Q4 1997.

The total of all investment and stocks is calculated as the sum of all industry groupings within a given year.

Main data sources

Business Investment

Capital Stocks

Construction Statistics

How we analyse and interpret the data

We produce time series analysis to show how investment in infrastructure assets changes over time. We also 
provide industry breakdowns.

To ensure we are using the data provided to us correctly, we consult with our data providers to explain how we 
are interpreting their data and to highlight any important messages.

Within our publication, we also try to provide economic context for any data changes to allow for better 
understanding.

How we quality assure and validate the data

Rigorous quality assurance is carried out at all stages of production. Specific procedures include:

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/uksectoraccounts/datasets/preliminarycapitalstocksandfixedcapitalconsumption
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/methodologies/infrastructureintheukinvestmentandnetstocksqmi#methods-used-to-produce-the-data
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/uksectoraccounts/methodologies/capitalstocksandcapitalconsumptionqmi
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/bulletins/businessinvestment/apriltojune2024revisedresults
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/uksectoraccounts/datasets/preliminarycapitalstocksandfixedcapitalconsumption
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/constructionindustry/bulletins/constructionoutputingreatbritain/june2024newordersandconstructionoutputpriceindicesapriltojune2024
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scrutinising input data to investigate the accuracy of any abnormal values

scrutinising trends in the totals, assets, regions, and industry breakdowns

comparing current estimates with previous estimates to see where substantial changes are taking place, 
and to understand the reasons for those changes

completing revisions analyses on our input data using PowerBI

having individuals external to the team (either within other teams or data providers) check the dataset

checking output tables to ensure that there are no errors or inaccuracies during the creation of published 
tables

How we disseminate the data

Infrastructure data are disseminated primarily through publication of statistical bulletins and ad hoc releases on 
the ONS website. The publication schedule is detailed in , under the Section 5: Quality characteristics of the data
subheading "Timeliness and punctuality". The Intangibles and Infrastructure team publishes regular statistical 
bulletins, with releases increasingly promoted through ONS social media accounts.

Internal stakeholders and data suppliers receive data ahead of release as part of the quality assurance process.

7 . Other information

We invite users to contact us at  with questions or comments on our development nfa-development@ons.gov.uk
work, estimates, or future plans.

8 . Related links

Infrastructure in the UK, investment and net stocks: July 2025
Article | Released 8 July 2025
Update of existing estimates of investment and net stocks of infrastructure in the UK economy.

Infrastructure in the UK, investment and net stocks: May 2023
Article | Released 17 May 2023
Update of existing estimates of investment and net stocks of infrastructure in the UK economy.

Developing new statistics of infrastructure: August 2018
Article | Released 21 August 2018
The second in a series of articles on infrastructure statistics, updating measures of infrastructure investment 
and introducing measures of infrastructure stocks.

Developing new measures of infrastructure investment: July 2017
Article | Released 5 July 2017
The first in a series of articles on infrastructure statistics, focusing on definitional and data challenges in 
measuring infrastructure investment.

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/methodologies/infrastructureintheukinvestmentandnetstocksqmi#quality-characteristics-of-the-data
mailto:nfa-development@ons.gov.uk
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/articles/developingnewmeasuresofinfrastructureinvestment/july2025
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/articles/developingnewmeasuresofinfrastructureinvestment/may2023
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/articles/developingnewmeasuresofinfrastructureinvestment/august2018
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/articles/developingnewmeasuresofinfrastructureinvestment/july2017


Page 16 of 16

9 . Cite this methodology

Office for National Statistics (ONS), released 5 September 2025, ONS website, quality and methodology 
information report, Infrastructure in the UK, investment and net stocks QMI

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/economicoutputandproductivity/productivitymeasures/methodologies/infrastructureintheukinvestmentandnetstocksqmi
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