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Revised annual mid-year population 
estimates, UK: 2001 to 2010
The mid-year estimates are the official set of population estimates for the UK. This 
edition relates to the mid-2013 estimates of the UK.

Notice

1 April 2016

We have recently been made aware of errors mainly affecting the age distribution of the mid-year population 
estimates for Scotland for the years 2002 to 2014. These errors only affect areas within Scotland; population 
estimates for England, Wales and Northern Ireland are unaffected. Whilst the estimated age distribution of the UK 
population is affected for the period, the total estimates of the UK population remain valid. We have published 

 that provide further information on the errorsFrequently Asked Questions

We plan to publish corrected UK population estimates for the years 2012 to 2014 incorporating corrected 
estimates for Scotland on 28 April 2016.

https://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/types-of-official-statistics/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20160105160709/http://ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/pop-estimate/population-estimates-for-uk--england-and-wales--scotland-and-northern-ireland/mid-2011-and-mid-2012/pdf.pdf
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1 . Key points

The rebased population of the UK was estimated to be 62.8 million in mid-2010, up from the previously 
estimated figure of 62.3 million which was based on rolling forward the results of the 2001 Census. This 
represents a difference of 497,500 (0.8%) over the previous series estimates.

The rebased estimated populations of the four constituent countries of the UK in mid-2010 were 52.6 
million people in England, 5.3 million in Scotland, 3.0 million in Wales and 1.8 million in Northern Ireland.

The population of the UK aged 65 and over increased by 0.9 million between mid-2001 and mid-2010. The 
population in this age group represented 16.4% of the total UK population in mid-2010, up from 15.9% in 
mid-2001. The fastest period of growth in this increase was between mid-2009 and mid-2010.

The population increase of the UK in the period mid-2001 to mid-2010 was caused by there being 1.4 
million more births than deaths (38% of the increase) and 2.1 million more international migrants arriving 
than emigrants leaving (56% of the increase).

Over the period mid-2001 to mid-2010 the rebased estimated flow of international migrants to the UK was 
highest in the year to mid-2007 at 685,500. The highest estimated outflow for the period was during the 
year to mid-2009 at 407,500 emigrants.

2 . Summary

This bulletin presents the main messages shown by the revised 2001 to 2010 mid-year population estimates for 
the United Kingdom (UK), undertaken to align with the results of the 2011 Census. It provides information on the 
changing size and age structure of the population of the UK over this period and presents a consistent time series 
of population estimates for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Accompanying data is provided 
covering the period mid-2001 to mid-2012 including already published population estimates for mid-2011 and mid-
2012. This bulletin has been updated to provide appropriate explanatory background information about the 
treatment of Northern Ireland migration data.

3 . Introduction

The mid-year estimates for mid-2001 to mid-2010, all published prior to 2012, have been adjusted to bring them 
into line with the official mid-2011 population estimates published earlier this year. These rebased mid-year 
estimates provide a time series of the population on 30 June of each year in the period. They are the official set 
of population estimates for the UK and its constituent countries, the regions of England and Wales and local 
authorities for this period. This publication relates to rebased mid-2001 to mid-2010 estimates of the UK and is 
collated from the estimates produced by the Office for National Statistics ( ) for England and Wales, the ONS
Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency ( ) for Northern Ireland, and the National Records of NISRA
Scotland ( ) for Scotland. The timetables for population outputs are available for each country on their NRS
respective websites.

The official rebased mid-year estimates for the UK referred to in this bulletin build on the 2011 census based mid-
year estimates that were published on 8 August 2013. The mid-2001 to mid-2010 estimates have been updated 
to account for the differences observed between the former 2001 Census based series at mid-2011 and the 2011 
Census based estimates. Population estimates for mid-2011 and mid-2012 have already been published and are 
used in this bulletin to put the estimates for mid-2001 to mid-2010 in context.

The rebased mid-year population estimates relate to the usually resident population. They account for long-term 
international migrants (people who change their country of usual residence for a period of 12 months or more) but 
do not account for short-term migrants (people who come to or leave the country for a period of less than 12 
months).

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/external-links/ons---search-definition-results/population-theme.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/external-links/devolved-admins/nisra/nisra---population-estimates.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/external-links/devolved-admins/scottish-government/scottish-government---mid-year-population-estimates.html
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The mid-year population estimates are essential building blocks for a wide range of National Statistics. They are 
used directly as a base for other secondary population statistics, such as population projections, population 
estimates for the very old and population estimates for small geographical areas. They are used for weighting 
survey estimates such as the Labour Force Survey and other social surveys to ensure that they are 
representative of the total population, and they are used as denominators for rates or ratios, for example in health 
and economic indicators. They are an important input for a wide number of economic and social statistics. Main 
users include central and local government and the health sector, where they are used for planning and 
monitoring service delivery, resource allocation and managing the economy. Additionally, they are used by a 
wider range of organisations such as commercial companies (for market research), special interest groups and 
academia as well as being of interest to the general public.

Further information on population estimates across the UK including methodology, quality and data sources is 
available in an .information note (100.8 Kb Pdf)

4 . Mid-2001 to mid-2010 UK population estimates

The rebased mid-year population estimates series provide estimates of the size and composition of the UK 
population that are consistent with the results of the 2011 Census.

The population of the United Kingdom in mid-2010

The rebased estimate of the usual resident population of the UK in mid-2010 was 62,759,500. This was 
comprised of 52,642,500 in England, 5,262,200 in Scotland, 3,050,000 in Wales and 1,804,800 in Northern 
Ireland.

Figure 1 below shows the distribution of the estimated population between the four constituent countries of the 
UK for the entire period from mid-2001 to the latest available estimates at mid-2012.

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/method-quality/specific/population-and-migration/pop-ests/population-estimates-for-las/a-comparison-of-data-sources-and-methods.pdf
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Figure 1: Mid-year population estimates for the United Kingdom by country, annual mid-2001 to mid-2012

Source: Office for National Statistics, National Records of Scotland, Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency

The estimated usual resident population of the UK increased by 3.6 million (6.2%) between mid-2001 and the 
year ending 30 June 2010; by 3.19 million (6.5%) in England, 198,000 (3.9%) in Scotland, 139,700 (4.8%) in 
Wales and 116,000 (6.9%) in Northern Ireland.

Annual population growth rates among the countries of the UK for the period since mid-2001 range from a high of 
1.1% for Northern Ireland in the year to mid-2007 to only just above zero for Scotland in the year to mid-2002. 
Figure 2 shows the annual population change in more detail for the countries of the UK during the period.
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Figure 2: Percentage change in mid-year population estimates for constituent countries of the United 
Kingdom, annual mid-2001 to mid-2012

Source: Office for National Statistics, National Records of Scotland, Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency

The rebased estimates show that the population of the UK within the period increased at its fastest in the year to 
mid-2008 with a growth of some 504,700 (0.8%) people. This growth has since been surpassed by the growth in 
the year to mid-2011 where a there was an increase of 525,700 (0.8%).

The annual change in the population of the UK by broad contributing reason is given in Figure 3.
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Figure 3: Annual change in mid-year population estimates for the United Kingdom, years ending mid-
2002 to mid-2012

Source: Office for National Statistics, National Records of Scotland, Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency

The contribution of net international migration to population change over the period can be clearly seen in Figure 
3, making up more than half of population growth in the years ending mid-2002 to mid-2008. From mid-2009 to 
mid-2011 the contribution to population growth of net international migration and natural change - the balance of 
births minus deaths - was broadly equal.

The balance of births minus deaths has increased year on year over the period, and from contributing slightly 
more than 24% of population growth in the year ending mid-2002 contributed 49% of population growth in the 
year ending mid-2010. The latest estimates available show that in the year to mid-2012 the number of births was 
at a 40 year high.

It should be noted that the two net figures are not independent over time, as past immigrants contribute to the 
number of births and deaths in subsequent years.
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5 . Comparison of the mid-2001 to mid-2010 population 
estimates

The population estimates described in this bulletin reflect the rebased populations as at 30 June mid-2001 
annually to 30 June 2010 and include an estimate of the population change which occurred throughout this 
period. This series reflects the results of the three UK censuses performed in 2011. This release allows a 
consistent view of change at UK level to be made, including that between mid-2010 and mid-2011. For 
completeness and ease of reference population estimates for the UK for mid-2011 and mid-2012 are included in 
accompanying data.

Mid-year population estimates are derived through a process where the resident population is aged on, those 
born during the 12 month period are added to the population and those who have died are removed. The 
estimates take into account the movement of people coming to live in the UK and those leaving to live abroad 
(international migrants). On a regional level they also account for the movement of people between different 
areas of the UK (internal migrants). Internal migration includes both cross-border moves between the four 
countries of the UK and moves between local areas within each country. Details of the methods used to create 
the estimates of the UK are available in a separate .information note (100.8 Kb Pdf)

More detail on the main components of population change over the period mid-2001 to mid-2010 is available in 
Table 1. There was a total of 6.6 million births and 5.2 million deaths during the nine year period, resulting in a 
population increase of approximately 1.4 million due to natural change - the balance of births minus deaths. Over 
the same period 5.4 million international migrants arrived in the UK and 3.3 million international migrants left the 
UK to live abroad. All of these changes combined resulted in a net increase in population of 3.6 million.

Table 1: Components of population change, United Kingdom, annually mid-2001 to mid-2010

(thousands)

Mid-Year 
(Start)

Mid-Year Start 
Population

Births Deaths International 
Immigration

International 
Emigration

Other 
Changes

Mid-Year End 
Population

Mid-Year 
(End)

2001 59,113.0 663.3 601.5 509.3 335.2 16.8 59,365.7 2002

2002 59,365.7 681.7 604.9 525.1 353.5 22.7 59,636.7 2003

2003 59,636.7 707.1 603.3 547.0 352.7 15.6 59,950.4 2004

2004 59,950.4 717.6 590.6 666.3 346.2 15.9 60,413.3 2005

2005 60,413.3 734.2 575.3 633.5 399.0 20.4 60,827.1 2006

2006 60,827.1 757.6 570.5 685.5 398.3 17.7 61,319.1 2007

2007 61,319.1 790.5 569.9 646.7 379.8 17.2 61,823.8 2008

2008 61,823.8 786.6 570.0 612.1 407.5 15.4 62,260.5 2009

2009 62,260.5 796.8 553.4 600.9 356.5 11.3 62,759.5 2010

Source: Office for National Statistics, National Records of Scotland, Northern Ireland Statistics and Research 
Agency

Notes:

1. International migration estimates will not directly match estimates of Long Term International Migration (LTIM). 
LTIM estimates have not been revised as a result of the 2011 Census. Refer to background note 9 for further 
detail.

2. Other Changes includes changes to the size of armed forces stationed in the UK, unattributed changes and 
rounding.

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/method-quality/specific/population-and-migration/pop-ests/population-estimates-for-las/a-comparison-of-data-sources-and-methods.pdf
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6 . Publication schedule

This revised mid-2001 to mid-2010 release for the UK is the sixth ONS population estimates product to be 
published based on the results of the 2011 Census. Future releases of UK population estimates and projections 
in 2014 include:

March 2014: National Population Projections - 2012-based reference volume: Series PP2;

March 2014: Revised Small Area Population Estimates for the period 2001-2010 – Northern Ireland;

March 2014: National Park Population Estimates (experimental) England and Wales- Mid-2002 to Mid-
2010 revised;

March-April 2014: Population Projections for Scottish Areas - 2012 based Sub-National Population 
Projections;

Spring 2014: 2012-based population projections for areas within Northern Ireland;

April 2014: Mid-2013 Population Estimates Scotland;

May 2014: Population Projections for Scottish Areas - 2012 based Sub-National Population Projections;

May-June 2014: Sub-national population projections - 2012-based projections – England; and

June 2014: Population Estimates for UK, England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland - Mid-2013.

Dates given here are provisional. Any changes or confirmation of dates will be announced on the UK statistics 
.Publication Hub release calendar

7. Background notes

National Statistics are produced to high professional standards set out in the Code of Practice for Official 
Statistics. They undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs. They 
are produced free from any political interference.

An  is available on the ONS website.Overview of Population Statistics

Mid-2002 to mid-2010 revised population estimates data for England and Wales are available at 
subnational level on the .ONS website

Mid-2002 to mid-2010 population estimates data for Scotland are available on the .NRS website

Mid-2001 to mid-2010 population estimates data for Northern Ireland are available on the .NISRA website

Mid-2011 and mid-2012 UK population estimates are also available on the .ONS website

Detailed population estimates for England and Wales for mid-2012 are available on the . ONS website
Published tables include population by single year of age and sex; region and local authority; and detailed 
components of population change. Unformatted tables to enable re-use of the data are also published for 
local authorities by single year of age and sex.

An information note describing the methodology used to create the UK population estimates and 
differences in approach within the UK is available.

Note that separately published estimates of  (LTIM) will not directly Long Term International Migration
match the international migration estimates presented in this release. LTIM estimates have not been 
revised as a result of the 2011 Census. ONS has published the preliminary findings of a  review (37 Kb Pdf)

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/external-links/stats-authority/publication-hub-release-calendar.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/method-quality/specific/population-and-migration/an-overview-of-ons-s-population-statistics/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/pop-estimate/population-estimates-for-england-and-wales/mid-2002-to-mid-2010-revised--subnational-/stb---mid-2002-to-mid-2010-subnational-population-estimates-revised.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/external-links/devolved-admins/scottish-government/scottish-government---mid-year-population-estimates.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/external-links/devolved-admins/nisra/nisra---population-estimates.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/pop-estimate/population-estimates-for-uk--england-and-wales--scotland-and-northern-ireland/mid-2011-and-mid-2012/stb---mid-2011---mid-2012-uk-population-estimates.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/pop-estimate/population-estimates-for-england-and-wales/mid-2012/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/external-links/ons---search-definition-results/international-migration.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/method-quality/specific/population-and-migration/international-migration-methodology/quality-of-long-term-international-migration-estimates-from-2001-to-2011.pdf
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into the quality of international migration estimates from 2001 to 2011, based on the published England 
and Wales revised population estimates. This work will be updated to reflect the revised UK population 
series and the full report will be published in early 2014.

Net migration estimates quoted in this report include net international migration and net flows of asylum 
seekers where applicable. The net effects of moves between regions within the UK, together with moves of 
armed forces personnel at home and overseas are also included.

Due to differences in publication practices, the migration estimates for local authorities in Northern Ireland 
presented in this release include flows to and from other parts of the UK as part of international migration 
rather than as part of internal migration. This difference is reflected in the total international migration 
estimates for Northern Ireland and the UK, which are derived by aggregating the local authority figures. 
International migration figures for Northern Ireland excluding moves to other parts of the UK are available 
from the Northern Ireland Statistics Agency (NISRA) Mid-Year Population Estimates . See Note 9.webpage

Population components in the mid-year estimates may vary from those published in other ONS outputs due 
to definitional differences and context of use.

This is the first release of revised mid-2001 to mid-2010 UK population estimates. No revisions of this 
dataset have been made. UK population data for mid-2011 and mid-2012 is included in this release for 
ease of reference and is unchanged from that previously released.

Information on those people that have pre-release access can be found on the .ONS website

Release number: MYE6BL1

Next publication: Summer 2014

Issued by: Office for National Statistics, Government Buildings, Cardiff Road, Newport NP10 8XG

Media contact: Tel: Media Relations Office 0845 6041858 Emergency on-call 07867 906553 Email: media.
relations@ons.gsi.gov.uk

© Crown copyright 2013. You may re-use this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the  or write to the Information Policy Team, The Open Government Licence
National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU Email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

Details of the policy governing the release of new data are available by visiting www.statisticsauthority.gov.
 or from the Media Relations Office email: uk/assessment/code-of-practice/index.html media.relations@ons.

gsi.gov.uk

These National Statistics are produced to high professional standards and released according to the 
arrangements approved by the UK Statistics Authority.

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/external-links/devolved-admins/nisra/nisra---population-estimates.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/pop-estimate/population-estimates-for-uk--england-and-wales--scotland-and-northern-ireland/mid-2001-to-mid-2010-revised/pra---mid-2001-to-mid-2010-population-estimates-revised.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/external-links/other-government-departments/national-archives/index.html
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/code-of-practice/index.html
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/code-of-practice/index.html
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