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2011 Census: Number of people with second 
addresses in local authorities in England and 
Wales, March 2011
We take a look at the number of usual residents in England and Wales who reported 
having a second address outside of the local authority in which they were usually 
resident.
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1. Key points

At the time of the 2011 Census, 1,570,228 usual residents in England and Wales (2.8 per cent of the usual 
resident population) reported having a second address in another local authority in England and Wales, 
that they used for 30 days or more each year

47,733 usual residents of England and Wales (around 0.1 per cent of the usual resident population) had a 
second address in either Scotland or Northern Ireland

820,814 usual residents of England and Wales (1.5 per cent of the usual resident population) had a 
second address outside of the United Kingdom

The majority of people with a second address recorded that this was for a purpose other than work or 
holiday, such as the home address of students. 77 per cent (1,216,296) of second address were classified 
as ‘Other’

12 per cent (188,837) of second addresses were for work and 11 per cent (165,095) were for holiday

Cornwall was the local authority where the greatest number of people recorded a second address. 22,997 
people, usually resident elsewhere in England and Wales had a second address in Cornwall, used for 30 
days or more each year

When the number of people recording a second address within a local authority is considered relative to its 
usual resident population, the authorities where the highest rate of people have a second address for work 
are either London boroughs (including City of London, Westminster and Kensington and Chelsea), or areas 
with an armed forces presence

Gwynedd had the highest rate of people with second addresses used for holidays, with 64 people from 
outside of Gwynedd having such an address for every 1,000 usual residents

Over half of all usual residents with a second address in England and Wales were male. This was most 
evident for second addresses for work, where there were 2.6 males with a second address to every female 
with a second address

2. Summary

This bulletin, the ‘Number of people with second addresses in local authorities in England and Wales’, provides 
the number of usual residents in England and Wales who reported having a second address outside of the local 
authority in which they were usually resident.

The release includes two separate tables which provide, down to local authority level:

The number of people who spend more than 30 days a year at a second address, in a local authority 
where they do not usually live.

The number of people usually resident in each local authority, who had a second address elsewhere.

The estimates are classified by sex, broad age group and type of second address. Two further tables provide 
similar figures at regional level.

A further four tables provide similar information expressed as rates - these are defined as the number of people 
with a second address per 1,000 usual residents. These four tables are classified only by type of second address.
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This release does not include:

Estimates of the number of second homes in a local authority, as more than one person can record the 
same second address. For example, these addresses could include dwellings that are a second address 
for more than one person (for example a family of four who all record the same holiday address), but also 
communal establishments such as armed forces bases and rented rooms in properties occupied by usual 
residents.

Flow data, showing where those usually resident in a particular local authority have a second address. This 
is being considered for a future release.

Information on people with two addresses within the same local authority. These include children of 
separated parents. This will be included in a later release.

Information from those not usually resident in England and Wales, including those from Scotland or 
Northern Ireland (residents of England and Wales who have second addresses outside of England and 
Wales are included).

Information about third addresses for people with more than two. Information for these people is only 
available for the second address they recorded.

As this is the first time these data have been collected in the census, no comparison can be made with previous 
censuses.

3. Introduction

About the census

The census has collected information about the population every 10 years since 1801 (except in 1941). The latest 
census in England and Wales took place on 27 March 2011.

Census statistics describe the characteristics of an area, such as how many men and women there were and 
their ages. The statistics are used to understand similarities and differences in the populations’ characteristics 
locally, regionally and nationally. This information underpins the allocation of billions of pounds of public money to 
provide services like education, transport and health. Decisions are taken every day using census statistics.

These are as local as the number of car parking spaces needed at supermarkets, to wider programmes, for 
example, where to target government training schemes. The numbers of school spaces, houses, care homes, or 
the development of traffic management systems or funding for local authorities, are all influenced by the census.

The number of people with a second address can further help local authorities plan the delivery of services.

Personal census information is not shared with any other government department nationally, regionally or locally. 
The information collected is kept confidential by ONS, and is protected by law. Census records are not released 
for 100 years.

Further information about the census estimates, including details about the methodology used and information 
about how other population subgroups are counted and defined, is available in the Definitions and supporting 

.Information

Further information on the fitness for purpose of census statistics can be found in the Quality and Methodology 
 .Information Paper (157.6 Kb Pdf)

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/census/2011/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/census/2011/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/method-quality/quality/quality-information/population/2011-census---population-and-household-estimates.pdf
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/method-quality/quality/quality-information/population/2011-census---population-and-household-estimates.pdf
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1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

Notes for introduction

This release is the first publication from a census in England and Wales of estimates of the number of 
residents with a second address.

These estimates provide additional information to supplement those published in the ‘Population and 
household estimates of England and Wales- unrounded figures for the data published 16 July 2012’ and, in 
some instances, provide detail that help inform comparisons between the census estimates and other data 
sources.

Commentary and methodological documentation for the census population estimates were published 16 
July 2012.

Further results from the 2011 Census will be released later in the year adding more detail to the population 
picture of England and Wales. Further information is available in the .2011 Census Output Prospectus

In addition to the tables and commentary, data visualizations to aid interpretation of the figures are also 
available.

4. Type of second address in England and Wales

In this release, second address information collected in the 2011 Census has been split into three types: 
‘Working’, ‘Holiday’ and ‘Other’.

Usual residents with a ‘Working’ second address are those who indicated either an armed forces base address or 
another address when working away from home. Usual residents with a ‘Holiday’ second address are those who 
indicated they had a holiday address. Usual residents with an ‘Other’ second address include those who indicated 
a student’s home address  or another parent or guardian’s address.1

Overall, 1,570,224 usual residents in England and Wales (2.8 per cent) listed themselves as using a second 
address for more than 30 days a year, which was located in a local authority other than that where they were 
usually resident. Figure 1 shows that 12 per cent of these (188,837 usual residents) had a second address for 
work; 11 per cent (165,095 usual residents) had a second address for holiday; and 77 per cent (1,216,296 usual 
residents) had a second address classed as ‘Other’.

The ‘Other’ category dominates second address type, mainly with students’ home addresses, but also the second 
addresses of children of separated parents as well as those who classed their second address as not for work or 
holiday falling in this category.

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/census/2011/census-data/2011-census-prospectus/index.html
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1.  

1.  

Figure 1 Percentage of second addresses in England and Wales by type

Source: Census - Office for National Statistics

Notes:

‘Other’ second addresses are those not used for work or holiday, and include students home addresses or 
other parent or guardian’s addresses for children of separated parents.

Notes for type of second address in England and Wales

Those who indicated that their second address was their term-time address were not included in the usual 
resident count for the local authority of their home address. Students were counted as usually resident at 
their term-time address, and their second address was their family home.

5. Usual residents with second addresses in each local 
authority

Table 1 shows the local authorities with the highest rate of people with second addresses there, defined as the 
number of people per 1,000 usual residents. The majority of these are more rural or are less densely populated 
local authorities, and traditionally known as holiday areas. The City of London and Isles of Scilly have a high rate 
of people with a second address because they have comparatively few usual residents.

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/resources/r13stbchartfigure1v2_tcm77-284072.png
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Table 1: Usual residents of England and Wales with second addresses in the local authority, top 20

England and Wales local authorities, March 2011

 

Local 
Authority (LA)

2011 Usual 
residents

Usual residents elsewhere, with a 
second address in this LA

People with a second address per 
1,000 usual residents

City of London 7,375 1,366 185  

Isles of Scilly 
UA

2,203 266 121  

Richmondshire 51,965 5,129 99  

Gwynedd 121,874 12,012 99  

South Hams 83,140 7,672 92  

South 
Lakeland

103,658 8,628 83  

Purbeck 44,973 3,713 83  

North Norfolk 101,499 7,939 78  

Isle of 
Anglesey

69,751 5,088 73  

Cotswold 82,881 5,898 71  

Pembrokeshire 122,439 8,458 69  

West 
Somerset

34,675 2,387 69  

West Dorset 99,264 6,699 67  

Eden 52,564 3,522 67  

Ceredigion 75,922 5,084 67  

Chichester 113,794 7,549 66  

Suffolk 
Coastal

124,298 7,819 63  

East Lindsey 136,401 8,443 62  

Scarborough 108,793 6,723 62  

Westminster 219,396 13,415 61  

 

Source: Office for National Statistics

If this table contained the local authorities with the highest number (rather than rate) of people who usually live 
elsewhere and who have a second address in that local authority, then the top five would be Cornwall (22,997), 
Wiltshire (20,754), Birmingham (17,761), Leeds (15,208) and Westminster (13,415). Of these five, Westminster is 
the smallest, and the only one also in the list of the local authorities with the highest rate of people with second 
addresses, while the others are four of the largest local authorities in England and Wales.
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6. Working second addresses

Table 2 shows that people with a second address for work outside of the local authority where they were usually 
resident, were most likely to have those addresses in central London or in areas with an armed forces presence. 
The City of London had the highest rate of people with a second address for work in the local authority per 1,000 
usual residents (89 per 1,000). Other London local authorities found in the top 20 were Westminster (22 per 
1,000), Kensington and Chelsea (14 per 1,000), Camden (10 per 1,000) and Hammersmith and Fulham (9 per 
1,000).
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Table 2: Usual residents of England and Wales with a second address for work in the local authority, top 
20

England and Wales local authorities, March 2011

 

Local Authority 
(LA)

2011 Usual 
residents

Usual residents elsewhere, with a 
second address in this LA

People with a second address per 
1,000 usual residents

City of London 7,375 658 89

Richmondshire1 51,965 2,360 45

Isles of Scilly UA 2,203 59 27

Westminster 219,396 4,930 22

Rutland1 37,369 557 15

Kensington and 
Chelsea

158,649 2,183 14

Hart 1 91,033 1,126 12

Wiltshire UA1 470,981 5,669 12

Rushmoor1 93,807 1,115 12

West 
Oxfordshire1

104,779 1,232 12

Portsmouth1 205,056 2,336 11

Hambleton1 89,140 1,004 11

North Kesteven1 107,766 1,132 11

Vale of White 
Horse1

120,988 1,243 10

South Hams1 83,140 838 10

Gosport1 82,622 811 10

Camden 220,338 2,151 10

Guildford1 137,183 1,331 10

Purbeck1 44,973 435 10

Hammersmith 
and Fulham

182,493 1,702 9

 

1. Local authorities with an armed forces presence.

 

Source: Office for National Statistics

7. Holiday second addresses

Table 3 shows the local authorities with the highest rate, per 1,000 usual residents, of people with second 
addresses that are used for holiday purposes. Gwynedd is the local authority with the highest rate (64 per 1,000).
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Table 3: Usual residents of England and Wales with a second address for holidays in the local authority, 
top 20

England and Wales local authorities, March 2011

 

Local 
Authorities (LA)

2011 Usual 
residents

Usual residents elsewhere, with a 
second address in this LA

People with a second address per 
1,000 usual residents

Gwynedd 121,874 7,784 64  

North Norfolk 101,499 4,842 48  

South Lakeland 103,658 4,684 45  

South Hams 83,140 3,738 45  

Isles of Scilly UA 2,203 99 45  

Isle of Anglesey 69,751 2,893 41  

Purbeck 44,973 1,809 40  

Eden 52,564 1,865 35  

Pembrokeshire 122,439 4,310 35  

Scarborough 108,793 3,697 34  

West Somerset 34,675 1,142 33  

East Lindsey 136,401 4,472 33  

Ceredigion 75,922 2,269 30  

Conwy 115,228 3,198 28  

West Dorset 99,264 2,713 27  

Suffolk Coastal 124,298 3,029 24  

Chichester 113,794 2,754 24  

King's Lynn and 
West Norfolk

147,451 3,539 24  

Isle of Wight 138,265 3,114 23  

Craven 55,409 1,204 22  

 

Source: Office for National Statistics

Map 1, which shows the rate, per 1,000 usual residents, of people using a second address for holidays, shows 
that these addresses were concentrated in coastal regions and national parks.

This map, and others for all categories of second address, is available using an .interactive map

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/interactive/census-map-1-3/index.html
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Map 1: Rate, per 1000 usual residents, of people with ‘Holiday’ second addresses in 
England and Wales

Figure 2 shows that the 20 local authorities with the highest numbers of people who have a second address for 
holiday purposes, account for almost half of the total. The 100 local authorities with the smallest number of 
second addresses used for holidays contain less than 2 per cent of the total.

The local authorities with the largest number of second addresses used for holidays are Cornwall (10,169) and 
Gwynedd (7,784).

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/resources/r13stbmapmap1v4_tcm77-284079.png
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Figure 2: Estimates of holiday home destinations in England and Wales

Source: Census - Office for National Statistics

8. ‘Other’ second addresses

Table 4 shows the local authorities with the highest rate, per 1,000 usual residents, of people with a second 
address that is not used for work or holiday. These include students’ home addresses and the addresses of 
another parent or guardian, for children of separated parents.

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/resources/r13stbchartfigure2_tcm77-284074.png
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Table 4: Usual residents of England and Wales with 'Other' second addresses in the local authority, top 20

England and Wales local authorities, March 2011

 

Local 
Authority (LA)

2011 Usual 
residents

Usual residents elsewhere, with a 
second address in this LA

People with a second address per 
1,000 usual residents

City of London 7,375 627 85

Isles of Scilly 
UA

2,203 108 49

Cotswold 82,881 3,653 44

Kensington 
and Chelsea

158,649 6,671 42

Chiltern 92,635 3,833 41

South Bucks 66,867 2,689 40

Waverley 121,572 4,699 39

Rutland 37,369 1,434 38

Mole Valley 85,375 3,263 38

Winchester 116,595 4,418 38

Chichester 113,794 4,272 38

South Hams 83,140 3,096 37

Uttlesford 79,443 2,883 36

Hart 91,033 3,286 36

Elmbridge 130,875 4,698 36

West Dorset 99,264 3,550 36

South 
Oxfordshire

134,257 4,786 36

Westminster 219,396 7,803 36

Wokingham 154,380 5,479 35

Daventry 77,843 2,751 35

 

1. ‘Other’ second addresses are those not used for work or holiday, and include students home addresses or 
other parent or guardian’s addresses for children of separated parents. 

 

Source: Office for National Statistics

9. Usual residence of people with a second address

The local authorities with the highest rate of usual residents with a second address elsewhere in England and 
Wales were predominantly those with a high student population. These will be for students who recorded a 
second address as their parent or guardian’s address.
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Table 5: Usual residents of England and Wales with second addresses that are outside of the local 
authority, but within England and Wales, top 20

England and Wales local authorities, March 2011

 

Local 
Authority (LA)

2011 
Usual 

residents

Usual residents in this LA, with a second 
address elsewhere in England and Wales

People with a second address 
per 1,000 usual residents

City of London 7,375 1,055 143    

Oxford 151,906 19,382 128    

Cambridge 123,867 14,638 118    

Ceredigion 75,922 8,153 107    

Nottingham 305,680 29,677 97    

Exeter 117,773 10,580 90    

Canterbury 151,145 13,057 86    

Lincoln 93,541 7,922 85    

Newcastle upon 
Tyne

280,177 21,487 77    

Southampton 236,882 18,107 76    

Portsmouth 205,056 15,301 75    

Lancaster 138,375 9,961 72    

Manchester 503,127 35,947 71    

Kensington and 
Chelsea

158,649 11,334 71    

Cardiff 346,090 24,618 71    

York 198,051 13,991 71    

Bath and North 
East Somerset

176,016 12,431 71    

Norwich 132,512 9,197 69    

Charnwood 166,100 11,505 69    

Welwyn Hatfield 110,535 7,366 67    

 

Source: Office for National Statistics

10. Second addresses in Scotland or Northern Ireland

These data relate to residents of England and Wales who recorded that they have a second address in Scotland 
or Northern Ireland. Equivalent questions on second addresses were not asked in the censuses of Scotland and 
Northern Ireland.

Table 6 shows that the largest numbers of usual residents with second addresses in Scotland or Northern Ireland 
were located in northern local authorities, which are closer to Scotland and Northern Ireland, as well as in London 
and cities with large numbers of students.
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Table 6: Usual residents of local authorities with a second address in Scotland or Northern Ireland, by 
type of second address, top 20

England and Wales local authorities, March 2011

 

Local 
Authority (LA)

2011 
Usual 

residents

Usual residents in this LA, with a 
second address in Scotland or 

Northern Ireland

People with a second address per 
1,000 usual residents

      All 
people

 Working 
second 
address

 Holiday 
second 
address

 'Other'
 1

second 
address

Newcastle upon 
Tyne

280,177 2,361 8 0 0 8    

City of London 7,375 48 7 1 2 4    

Richmondshire 51,965 323 6 1 1 5    

Cambridge 123,867 711 6 0 0 5    

Liverpool 466,415 2,459 5 0 0 5    

Oxford 151,906 571 4 0 0 3    

Carlisle 107,524 382 4 1 0 3    

Manchester 503,127 1,518 3 0 0 3    

Kensington and 
Chelsea

158,649 439 3 0 1 2    

Northumberland 
UA

316,028 821 3 1 1 1    

Eden 52,564 135 3 1 1 1    

Lancaster 138,375 343 2 0 0 2    

South Lakeland 103,658 256 2 1 1 1    

Westminster 219,396 539 2 0 0 2    

Camden 220,338 494 2 0 0 2    

York 198,051 440 2 0 0 2    

Islington 206,125 425 2 0 0 2    

Preston 140,202 277 2 0 0 2    

Rutland 37,369 73 2 0 0 1    

Hammersmith 
and Fulham

182,493 348 2 0 0 1    

 

1. ‘Other’ second addresses are those not used for work or holiday, and include students home addresses or 
other parent or guardian’s addresses for children of separated parents. 

2. Rates may not sum due to rounding.

3. Small numbers may result in a rate per 1,000 usual residents of zero due to rounding.

Source: Office for National Statistics
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11. Second addresses not in the UK

Table 7 shows that people who are usually resident in England and Wales and have a second address located 
outside the UK were concentrated in London and the South East. More detail on the destinations outside of the 
UK will be published in later census releases.
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Table 7: Usual residents of local authorities with a second address outside of the UK, by type of second 
address, top 20

England and Wales local authorities, March 2011

 

Local 
Authority 
(LA)

2011 usual 
Residents

Usual residents in this LA, with a 
second address not in the UK

People with a second address per 1,000 
usual residents

      All 
people

 Working 
second 
address

 Holiday 
second 
address

 'Other'  1

second 
address

Kensington 
and Chelsea

158,649 17,794 112 10 36 66

Westminster 219,396 19,708 90 8 21 61

City of London 7,375 593 80 9 16 55

Camden 220,338 13,686 62 5 13 44

Cambridge 123,867 7,316 59 5 8 47

Oxford 151,906 8,392 55 4 7 45

Hammersmith 
and Fulham

182,493 8,404 46 4 13 29

Islington 206,125 7,613 37 3 7 27

Runnymede 80,510 2,847 35 3 9 24

Richmond 
upon Thames

186,990 6,263 33 4 12 17

Tower 
Hamlets

254,096 8,380 33 3 4 26

Southwark 288,283 8,740 30 3 6 22

Barnet 356,386 10,757 30 3 9 18

Canterbury 151,145 4,540 30 2 6 23

Elmbridge 130,875 3,918 30 4 14 12

Wandsworth 306,995 8,972 29 4 9 17

Guildford 137,183 3,925 29 3 7 18

Kingston 
upon Thames

160,060 4,520 28 3 6 19

Brent 311,215 8,157 26 2 7 18

Ealing 338,449 8,764 26 3 7 17

 

1. ‘Other’ second addresses are those not used for work or holiday, and include students home addresses or 
other parent or guardian’s addresses for children of separated parents. 

2. Rates may not sum due to rounding.

 

Source: Office for National Statistics
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12. Demographic profile of respondents

As can be seen in Table 8, of usual residents who indicated they had a second address in England and Wales, 
men were more likely than women to have a second address used for work. This is also evident where the 
second address is outside of the United Kingdom, as shown in Table 9. For both men and women, the majority of 
second addresses were for ‘Other’ purposes, although this percentage is smaller for addresses outside the UK.

Table 8: Usual residents of England and Wales with a second address, also in England and Wales, by sex 
and type of second address

England and Wales, March 2011

 

(per cent)

  Percentage of people with a second address by type

Sex Working Holiday 'Other' 1

Female 7.2 11.7 81.1      

Male 16.1 9.5 74.3      

 

1. ‘Other’ second addresses are those not used for work or holiday, and include students home addresses or 
other parent or guardian’s addresses for children of separated parents. 

 

Source: Office for National Statistics

Table 9 Usual residents of England and Wales with a second address outside the UK, by sex and type of 
second address England and Wales, March 2011

England and Wales, March 2011

 

    (per cent)

  Percentage of people with a second address by type

Sex Working Holiday 'Other' 1

Female 6.7 32.6 60.7  

Male 17.4 27.7 54.9  

 

1. ‘Other’ second addresses are those not used for work or holiday, and include students home addresses or 
other parent or guardian’s addresses for children of separated parents. 

 

Source: Office for National Statistics

Tables 10 and 11 show that those aged 65 or over were most likely to have had a second address in either 
England and Wales or abroad for holiday purposes, and least likely to have had a second address for work. The 
majority of children with a second address in England and Wales not in the local authority they were usually 
resident in, class this as ‘Other’, and these are likely to be children of separated parents. However, this 
percentage is smaller for those who have second addresses abroad, with just over a third of children with a 
second address abroad stating this to be a holiday home.
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1.  

2.  

3.  

Table 10: Usual residents of England and Wales with a second address, also in England and Wales, by 
age and type of second address

England and Wales, March 2011

 

(per cent)

  Percentage of people with a second address by type

Age Working Holiday 'Other' 1

0-15 0.0 8.7 91.3  

16-64 14.3 7.2 78.5  

65 and over 5.1 49.2 45.7  

 

1. ‘Other’ second addresses are those not used for work or holiday, and include students home addresses or 
other parent or guardian’s addresses for children of separated parents.

 

Source: Office for National Statistics

Table 11: Usual residents of England and Wales with a second address outside of the UK, by age and 
type of second address

England and Wales, March 2011

 

(per cent)

  Percentage of people with a second address by type

Age Working Holiday 'Other' 1

0-15 0.0 36.2 63.8  

16-64 16.2 23.2 60.7  

65 and over 2.5 55.5 42.0  

 

1. ‘Other’ second addresses are those not used for work or holiday, and include students home addresses or 
other parent or guardian’s addresses for children of separated parents.

 

Source: Office for National Statistics

13. Background notes

A person’s place of usual residence is in most cases the address at which they stay the majority of the 
time. For many people this will be their permanent or family home. If a member of the services did not have 
a permanent or family address at which they are usually resident, they were recorded as usually resident 
at their base address.

The information on second addresses was collected using questions five and six of the ‘Individual’ section 
of the .questionnaire (2.02 Mb Pdf)

The ‘rate’ of people with second addresses is defined as the number of people living elsewhere but with a 
second address in a local authority, per 1,000 usual residents in that local authority.

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/census/2011/the-2011-census/2011-census-questionnaire-content/2011-census-questionnaire-for-england.pdf
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4.  

5.  

6.  

ONS is responsible for carrying out the census in England and Wales. Simultaneous but separate 
censuses took place in Scotland and Northern Ireland. These were run by the National Records of 
Scotland (NRS) and the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA) respectively.

Any reference to local authorities will include unitary authorities.

Details of the policy governing the release of new data are available by visiting www.statisticsauthority.gov.
 or from the Media Relations Office email: uk/assessment/code-of-practice/index.html media.relations@ons.

gsi.gov.uk

These National Statistics are produced to high professional standards and released according to the 
arrangements approved by the UK Statistics Authority.

http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/code-of-practice/index.html
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/code-of-practice/index.html
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