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Measuring national well-being
The questions

We would be grateful for your responses to the questions listed below.

	1. What things in life matter to you?

	Please tick all that apply.

_____Income and wealth

_____Job satisfaction and economic security

_____Ability to have a say on local and national issues

_____Having good connections with friends and relatives

_____Present and future conditions of the environment

_____Crime

_____Health

_____Education and training

_____Personal and cultural activities, including caring and volunteering

_____Other – please specify………………………………………………

……………………..…………………………………………………………

Of the above options, which are the three most important?

1………………………………………………………………………………

2………………………………………………………………………………

3………………………………………………………………………………



	2. Of the things that matter to you, which should be reflected in measures of national well-being?

	Please tick all that apply.

_____Same as my response to question 1, OR

_____Income and wealth

_____Job satisfaction and economic security

_____Ability to have a say on local and national issues

_____Having good connections with friends and relatives

_____Present and future conditions of the environment

_____Crime

_____Health

_____Education and training

_____Personal and cultural activities, including caring and volunteering

_____Other – please specify………………………………………………

……………………..…………………………………………………………

Of the above options, which are the three most important (if different from Q1)?

1………………………………………………………………………………

2………………………………………………………………………………

3………………………………………………………………………………



	3. Which of the following sets of information do you think help measure national well-being and how life in the UK is changing over time?

	Please tick all that apply.

_____Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
_____employment/unemployment rates
_____life expectancy
_____life satisfaction
_____crime figures

_____education levels

_____income distributions

_____social capital measures

_____health statistics

_____environmental statistics

_____other – please specify  ……………………………………………

Of the above options, which are the three most important?

1………………………………………………………………………………

2………………………………………………………………………………

3………………………………………………………………………………



	4. Which of the following ways would be best, to give a picture of national well-being?

	Please tick one option.

_____economic measures only
_____single measure of overall life satisfaction/happiness
_____small selection of indicators
_____large set of indicators
_____single index of national well-being (lot of information combined into a single number)

_____other – please specify ………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………



	5. How would you use measures of national well-being?

	Please tick all that apply.

_____to generally assess how the UK is doing

_____to assess the performance of government and public services
_____to see how the UK is doing compared with other countries

_____to see how different parts of the UK are doing
_____to compare how different groups of people are doing 
_____to help understand the longer term implications of our current activities
_____other – please specify ………………………………………




	6. We welcome any other comments you have regarding the measurement of national well-being.

	


We would be grateful if you would also complete the following information, to help us ensure that the consultation reaches as wide a range of respondents as possible.  Thank you.
	7. Which sector do you primarily work or study in? (To assist in monitoring the range of users the consultation has reached)

	Public Sector

	
	Central government department or agency



	
	Local or regional government



	
	Financial public corporation



	
	Non-financial public corporation



	
	School or college



	
	University



	
	Health



	Private Sector

	
	Financial corporation



	
	Non-Financial corporation



	
	School or college



	
	University



	
	Health



	Other Sectors

	
	Non-profit institution



	
	Media



	
	Do not work or study



	
	Other, please specify:




	8. Are you?

	
	an analyst?


	
	a researcher?


	
	a policy maker?


	
	a journalist?


	
	a teacher or lecturer?



	
	a student?



	
	a consultant?



	
	a member of the general public?



	
	Other (please specify)




Please fill in the following questions only if you are 16 years of age or over.
	9. Name
	


	10. Please provide an email address and/or telephone number so that we are able to contact you if we need to clarify any points

	a) Email address
	

	b) Telephone number
	


	11. If you are representing a group or organisation, please provide details (otherwise please go to Q13)

	a) Organisation name
	

	b) Organisation address
	


	12. And please indicate the type of group or organisation (to assist in monitoring the range of users the consultation has reached)

	Central government department 


	
	Private/commercial organisation


	

	Government agency


	
	International organisation
	

	Local government


	
	Media
	

	Charity


	
	Other (please specify below)
	

	School or university


	
	


13. Are you content for your response to be made public?

Please enter ( in the box to indicate your response:

	
	Yes I am content for my response to be made public

	
	No I want my response to remain confidential


Please respond by email or post to:

Email: nationalwell-being@ons.gov.uk 
Measuring National Well-being Consultation
Office for National Statistics

Room 1.024

Government Buildings

Cardiff Road

Newport

NP10 8XG
Please submit your response by 15 April 2011. 

Thank you for taking the time to take part in this consultation.  Individual responses will not be acknowledged unless specifically requested.

Confidentiality and data protection

Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be subject to publication or release to other parties or to disclosure in accordance with the access to information regimes (these are primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA) and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004).

If you would like the information, including personal data, that you submit to be treated as confidential, please be aware that, under the FOIA, there is a statutory Code of Practice with which public authorities must comply and which deals, among other things, with obligations of confidence. In view of this it would be helpful if you could explain to us why you regard the information you have provided as confidential. If we receive a request for disclosure of the information we will take full account of your explanation, but we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances. Before disclosing any information that is personal to you, we will inform you of this in advance of any disclosure. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Office for National Statistics.

Please ensure that your response is clearly marked on Question 11 if you wish your response and your name to be kept confidential. Confidential responses will be included in any summary of numbers of comments received and views expressed.

Consultation timetable

This consultation will run from 25 November 2010 to 15 April 2011
How to give your views

The consultation questions are available online at www.ons.gov.uk/well-being .
Alternatively you can email us at nationalwell-being@ons.gov.uk or write to us at:

Measuring National Well-being Consultation

Office for National Statistics

Room 1.024

Government Buildings

Cardiff Road

Newport

NP10 8XG

After the consultation

We will publish a summary of the comments made approximately 2 months after the consultation closes. The results will inform the second stage of the debate which will look at how to measure the aspects of national well-being. 

How to comment on the consultation process

If you would like to make any comments about the consultation process we have followed, please contact:

Darran Tucker, Consultations Co-ordinator 
Office for National Statistics

Room 1.101

Government Buildings

Cardiff Road

Newport

NP10 8XG

Please do not send answers to the consultation questions to this address.
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