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Theme         The problem of homelessness
This unit highlights the problem of homelessness, especially as it affects children.

Curriculum context         Devised with the National Literacy Strategy in mind, the 
unit provides the basis for a week's literacy work for lower KS2 children.  The text is non-
fiction and the poem relates to the themes of observation and the senses.  The classroom 
ideas are suitable for work in Year 3, term 1, and Year 4, term 3.

Classroom ideas
•     Discuss the distinction between fact and fiction.
•     Underline key words and phrases from the non-fictional text.
•     Identify the main points of the text and list using bullet points.
•     Identify social and moral issues within the text.
•     Discuss emotive vocabulary e.g. miserable, upset, unhappy, deserted.
•     Discuss features of the poem - the use of commas and the absence of capital letters 
       at the beginning of each line.
•     Explain that the original poem has two verses.  Share ideas as to what the other verse 
       might say.  What might the first/last lines be?
•     Use both texts and compare the emotive language in each.

Word and sentence - level work
•     Words ending in - ing (Regular, as in stealing, knowing.  Dropping the 'e', as in 
       crumbling, raising. Doubling the final consonant, as in begging.)
•     Prefix - un as in unhappy. Look at other words which could have a prefix e.g. success, 
       important.  Can you think of more?
•     Common and proper nouns found in the non-fiction text.
•     Adjectives found in the text.  Share ideas for synonyms for them and then look them
       up in a thesaurus.
•     Past and present tense of verbs - regular and irregular (e.g. taught, slept).
•     Punctuation (using commas for lists; using poems as a starting point; possessive
       apostrophes as in Barnardo's; contractions as in you're, it's, I'm).
  
Independent activities
•     Write a poem from a homeless person's viewpoint, based on the Jack Prelutsky poem.
•     Make a diary about the life of a homeless person for a day/week.
•     Talk about the problems of getting the homeless to complete census forms and of
       their needs not being recorded.
•     Write a newspaper report highlighting the plight of the homeless.
•     Use reference books to find out more information about the homeless. Make a 
       bibliography to say where you found the information.

Across: 1. prowled   2. loyal   3. unhappy   4. calculate   5. guide   6. distress   7. abandon   
8. triumph   9. educate   10. craft
Down: 1. value   2. opportunity   3. produce   4. burgle   5. chore   6. request   7. merit

Look up the words below in your thesaurus to find 
synonyms as the answer to our crossword.

1, roamed
2, true
3, miserable
4, reckon
5, lead
6, upset
7, desert
8, success
9, train
10, trade

AcrossAcross Down
1, appreciate

2, chance

3, cause

4, steal

5, task

6, beg

7, earn

Down

Can you use a thesaurus?
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